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Throwing an Olympic-Sized
Outreach by Karen Stiller / Tips
from Vancouver 2010 that all
Christians can use.

Canadian Christian Doctor Fights
Fights Maternal Mortality by
Patricia Paddey / Dr. Jean Chamber
lain Froese, an Evangelical from
Hamilton, Ont., is at the forefront
of the issue.

Women Sharing Jesus With
Canadian Muslims by Karen Stiller/
An interview with Joy Loewen on
following God's call to reach out to
Muslim women in Canada.

Caring for the Poor: Big Changes
Needed by Debra Fieguth / If
Christians want to take action on
God's call to care for the poor,
experts urge, more of us need to
go beyond generosity and charity
and also begin calling governments
to make systemic changes.
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TheEditor BY GAIL REID

God is using His people.

A=

hristian unity has transformed thousands and blessed
hundreds of thousands at the Vancouver Olympics.
Our cover story by Karen Stiller captures the excite-
ment and joy of the 4,000 volunteers (from 15 denomina-
tions, 40 organizations and hundreds of churches) who
participated in More Than Gold, one of the
largest Christian outreaches ever attempted
during an Olympics. Christians in British
Columbia were encouraged to show “rad-
ical hospitality” —and they did! Stiller high-
lights the important principles and strategies
of this successful initiative which you, too,
can use to plan your own community outreach event.
David Wells, the chair of the board of The Evangelical
Fellowship of Canada, was the Olympic chaplaincy co-
ordinator and vice-chair of More Than Gold. He admits
there were huge challenges. But he believes they saw a mir-
acle. In “Unity Is Hard Work,” he writes how the Olympic
initiative was a great opportunity for God’s Kingdom to be
expressed locally and globally. “We believed together that
we would see ‘God command His blessing’ in unpreced-
ented manner on our service, witness and social actions
before, during and after the Games.” Using Jeremiah 29:7
as their promise, they prayed for the peace and prosperity
of the whole community, and God blessed it.

Sometimes we make
a difference one
person ata time

It's inspiring to hear fresh stories of how

Christians are learning that working together can be more
effective than doing it alone — also in terms of addressing
global poverty, as Debra Fieguth shows in “Caring for the
Poor: Big Changes Needed.” She highlights Micah Challenge
workshops which are now in place to train and encourage
people in effective advocacy. Robyn Bright,
national co-ordinator for Micah Challenge
Canada, says letters to the editor, letters to
Members of Parliament and meetings with
MPs are all direct ways of getting the message
through. She also encourages prayer for the
upcoming G8/G20 meetings and the World
Religions Summit, all taking place in Canada this June.

Sometimes we make a difference one person at a time.
In “Women Sharing Jesus With Canadian Muslims,” Karen
Stiller interviews Joy Loewen, who has spent 30 years in
Muslim ministry and has recently written about itin Woman
to Woman: Sharing Jesus with a Muslim Friend. Her insights
will enable to you to reach out to your Muslim neighbours
with a comfort that may surprise you. Her story reminds
us that often we are too nervous about sharing our beliefs
with people of another faith. She is convinced they would
be welcomed.

GAIL REID is managing editor of Faith Today and director of
communications for The Evangelical Fellowship of Canada.
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Tim McCoy

Forum

LETTERSTO THE EDITOR

If you are trying to bring more
men to Church by trying to elim-
inate Scripture-based songs that
are supposedly too “feminine”
(e.g., “More precious than Silver”
rated F8 or “extremely feminine”)
then you will have to eliminate
passages in the Bible that are too
masculine, since many females
have difficulty in coming to
church because God is portrayed
as masculine, as Father.

If Christian men would not
allow their male egos to get in
the way of showing the fem-

Re: Mars & Venus Go to Church
(Mar/Apr 2010)

This article emotionally and
spiritually abuses me as a fe-
male.

stones

Appointed:Tim McCoy as the executive
minister of Canadian Baptists of Ontario and
Quebec, after serving four years as director of
youth ministries for its 360 churches. McCoy,
based inToronto, also volunteers with the
Youth and Young Adult Ministry Roundtable
facilitated by The Evangelical Fellowship of
Canada (EFC). Previously he pastored in Char-
lotte, North Carolina, for 12 years. He succeeds

Matthew Gibbins

Ken Bellous, who retired in June 2009, and
JohnTorrance, who served in the interim.Ted
Searle remains as president.

Appointed: Matthew Gibbins as executive
director of the Global Mission Roundtable, a
partnership operating on the communications
and administrative platform of The Evangel-
ical Fellowship of Canada. In this new role he
will focus on emerging missions leadership,
strategic mission partnerships, and the development of missions
resources and research. He previously served with Inter-Varsity
Christian Fellowship, working with their Urbana Student Missions
Conference for almost 12 years. He has been a co-chair of the
Roundtable since 2008.

Appointed: Floyd Perras as CEO of Siloam Mission, a Winnipeg
organization serving homeless people. He previously directed
the Salvation Army’s Harbour Light Ministries inToronto. He
succeeds John Mohan.

Appointed: Charlene de Haan as executive director of CAM
International of Canada, based in Burlington, Ont., an evangelism
and discipleship ministry to Spanish speakers. She has previously
worked for the EFC, Pioneer Clubs Canada and Interserve Canada.
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inine side of God, the Church
would be a much safer place for
women both here and around
the world.

God protects women, not

abuses them. (Note: even though
I have trouble relating to God as
Father, | do not want it changed.)
FrRANCES CAMP
Toronto, Ont.

must be signed and have the writ-
er's address if for publication. Please include a daytime phone
number. Letters may be edited for length or clarity. Opinions
are the writer's own.
® Letters to the editor and writing queries: editor@faithtoday.ca
® Subscriptions and address changes: info@faithtoday.ca
® Advertising: ads@faithtoday.ca
® Or write to: M.I.LP Box 3745, Markham, ON L3R 0Y4. Fax:

905-479-4742.

Reorganized: CrossroadsTelevision System Inc. (CTS-TV) and
Crossroads Christian Communications Inc., both in Burling-
ton, Ont., known forTV shows such as 700 Huntley Street
founded by David Mainse and for overseas relief and de-
velopment work. A new nine-member board includes Bruce
Fawcett of Acadia University, Mel Finlay of Nation at Prayer
and Carson Pue of Arrow Leadership. Don Simmonds, an
entrepreneur known for his work establishing Clearnet (now
Telus) was appointed last year as CEO. Among other key staff,
Ron Mainse continues as executive producer of 100 Huntley
Street and Bruce Stacey as chief content officer.

Renamed: The Church Army in Canada, based in Saint John,
N.B., has now become Threshold Ministries. The ministry,
which includes evangelism and evangelism training, social ser-
vice, chaplaincy and youth work, dates itself back to Anglican
roots in 1929 in Toronto and to London, England in 1882.

Appointed: Chris Cowie as executive director of Commun-

ity Justice Initiatives in Kitchener, Ont., an organization that
helped launch the restorative justice movement in North
America. He was previously director of regional development
at SIM Canada.

Awarded: Dr. Cal Stiller, a physician, professor, entrepreneur and
pioneer in human organ transplants, with a Canada Gairdner
Award, an international medical honour. Stiller, 69, was also
recently inducted into the Canadian Medical Hall of Fame. He
helped found the Robarts Research Institute in London, Ont., the
Ontario Institute for Cancer Research and the MaRS Discovery
District inToronto, a not-for-profit institute promoting techno-
logical innovation in health care. Dr. Stiller is part of a well-
known family of evangelical leaders including former EFC/Tyn-
dale president Brian Stiller, formerWorld Relief/Horizon College
head Doug Stiller, and Anglican pastor Brent Stiller (husband of
Faith Today associate editor Karen Stiller — whew!).
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"Flve for

~ Aims to Save lees |

lobally, more than 24,000 children under the age of
five die every day, most of them from preventable
causes. Labelling that fact an “unacceptable real-
ity” World Vision Canada recently launched its Five
for 5 campaign, calling on Canadians to “Take five
minutes. Do five things. Help save a child’s life.”

Through the campaign, World Vision is asking Canadians to
learn more about the issue of child health around the world, send
a message to their MP, join the campaign, spread the word and
give to the cause.

One of the campaign goals — to call on Canadians to urge the
government to make child and maternal health a top priority at
the June 2010 G8 Summit in Muskoka — has already succeeded.
Prime Minister Stephen Harper declared in January that child and
maternal health — a cause The Globe and Mail editorialized as
“vital yet long-neglected and unglamorous” — would indeed be the
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‘This fishing village
in Aceh, Indonesia,
was relocated and
rebuilt by World Vi-
sion after the 2004
tsunami. Local moth-
ers and babies at-
tend a weekly health
clinic.

PHOTO: JOHN STEWART/WORLD VISION

focus for the June meetings. The other goal, to significantly increase
Canada’s funding support for programs focused on saving the lives
of women and children, has yet to be reached.

“That’s the part that we need to work on between now and
the G8,” says Sharon Marshall, a campaign advisor for World
Vision. “We need to make sure that the funding is there.”

“The government is really looking for support from Canadians
on this initiative,” she says, adding it's important that people send
messages to the government and do activities in their churches
and communities to back the cause.

“All of us who are working on the campaign are thrilled to see
it named as a priority” for the G8, says Marshall. “We're taking it
on as a responsibility as well.”

Five for 5 (www.fivefor5.ca) is the first phase of a five-year
campaign, designed to improve child health globally and reduce
child mortality by two-thirds by 2015. F1 —PATRICIA PADDEY
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Recycling Rubber

and Resolve

or Shane Olson, founder of Saska-
toon’s Shercom Industries, recycling
is more than a good habit — it’s a
form of worship. “God has granted me the
opportunity to notonly be environmentally
responsible, but to clean up tire piles from
the past,” ays Olson, who believes that lov-
ing his Creator means caring for creation.

This spring, Olson is celebrating 17
years of manufacturing products from re-
cycled rubber. (He previously worked buy-
ing grain and arranging its transportation.)

Since founding Shercom with his cousin
in 1993, Olson has combined rubber buff-
ing—aby-product of tire shops —with crumb
rubber and created paving stones, parking
curbs and speed bumps.

“We're looking to make value-added
products from recycled materials,” explains
the member
of College
Park Covenant
Church. “Most
people find this
encouraging.”

By utilizing
shredded tires
Olson is not
only empty-
ing Saskatchewan’s landfills, but allowing
consumers the reward of improving their
environment.

“| often receive the credit for recycling,
but the creditbelongs to the consumer,” Ol-
son explains. “All we're doing is changing
the shape of a tire. It becomes recycling
when someone else buys the product.”

While Shercom is currently expanding
to meet mushrooming demands, it’s taken
years for the company to make a profit.

Following its inception, the recycling
venture seemed fraught with failure. Ol-
son’s cousin left the business in 1996 to
work the family farm; a new tire shredder
failed to work; then, upon the purchase
of another shredder, Saskatchewan’s tire
recycling program faltered, effectively
bankrupting Shercom.

After a friend offered to partner with
Olson, they moved into a 32,000 square-

Some of Shercom’s
speed bumps made
from recycled tires.

CMU Students Envision a Better World

or the world’s estimated 1.3 billion people who cannot afford or access

prescription glasses, Global Vision 2020 — an organization which produ-

ces self-corrective lenses —is literally a sight for sore eyes.

This spring, students from the Outtatown Discipleship Program atWin-
nipeg’s Canadian Mennonite University are partnering with GV2020 to bring

special glasses to Guatemala.

Outtatown has already been working in
Guatemala for more than 10 years, says direc-
tor Paul Kroeker. “I saw the value of this project
for our program and knew that it would address
a real need.” Helping to distribute special eye-
wear to people in need fits with Outtatown’s
mandate to provide recent high school gradu-
ates with a unique, two-semester travel and
learning experience.Youth have the opportunity
to serve and learn about God, and experience a
once-in-a-lifetime adventure.

They will find that and more with GV2020,
an American organization founded by Kevin
White, a former Marine who linked up with
a physicist from Oxford University to help
correct vision problems in the developing
world. Physicist Josh Silver invented the
self-corrective lenses the youth will be help-
ing to distribute.They are called Adspecs.

Not only are they less expensive than or-
dinary glasses, but non-optometrists can dis-
pense them, making them perfect for people
with vision problems who live in poverty in
the developing world.

“I never really thought about what people
in the developing world did without this basic
necessity,” White explains. “As soon as | found
out there was something | could do, | couldn’t

PHOTO COURTESY: OUTTATOWN DISCIPLESHIP SCHOOL

—

Students from Winnipeg'’s
Canadian Mennonite Uni-
versity are partnering with
GV2020 to bring special
glasses to Guatemala.

assume others were going to do it for me.” White hopes to provide Adspecs
for 100 million individuals each year, for the next 10 years (www.gv2020.0rg).
“l outsource distribution to other aid organizations,” he explains, “and
they outsource supply of glasses and training to me. It's a symbiotic re-
lationship” - one that now includes enthusiastic students from Canadian

Mennonite University.

“The Outtatown students are motivated, intelligent and hardworking,”
says White, who trained them prior to their January departure. “They were
already headed to Guatemala to do great work; the addition of a vision out-

reach is just another arrow for their quiver.”

—EMILY WIERENGA
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foot facility north of Saskatoon and
worked 20-hour days for three months,
preparing the plant.

Two days before completion, the plant
burned down, with no explanation as to
how the fire started.

By spring of 2004, Olson had a third
partner — Lavern Arndt — and a new fa-
cility. Today, Shercom employs 25 to 30

00 00 0000000000000 0000COCCOCOIOIOIONOONOGIONONOGIOS

full-time staff and is developing new prod-
ucts including interlock paving tile and
coloured mulch.

“It's about saying, ‘God, this is your
business, and for whatever reason, you've
called me to lead it ” says Olson. “ ‘So
please, grant me wisdom today to manage
itand look for ways to glorify you.””

—EMILY WIERENGA
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Matters

Loving Our Neighbour'’s
Land
re Christians truly loving their neighbour
if they stand by and do nothing while
creation is being trashed?
Dave Toycen, president and chief executive of-

ficer of World Vision Canada, posited that question

at a recent panel discussion on the environment.

The dialogue was one of several events that
gathered academics, theologians, scientists and
climate change experts for a Toronto conference
by the University of Calgary’s Oikos Centre for
the Environment.

“Dwindling access to safe water all over the
world, the soaring cost of food commodities as
well as increased violence as farm land becomes
more and more marginalized — all of these things
that are connected to creation, to the land, are
connected to issues around children and the
poor,” said Toycen.

The conference discussed the impact of
climate change on the world's poorest people
and ways of engaging churches and society in
environmental issues.

Don Hutchinson, vice president of the Evan-

gelical Fellowship of Canada, said Christians have

a sacred trust which obliges them to care for all
creation.

“We have the great commandments, which
call us to love God and to love our neighbours
as well as ourselves,” said Hutchinson. “As we
dig deeper into our understanding of loving our
neighbours, we need to respond to what harms
them. But also, as we dig deeper into the Scrip-
tures, we find that our love for God is reflected in
our heart toward all He has made.”

Another speaker, Rev. David MacDonald, a for-
mer Member of Parliament and a United Church
of Canada minister, observed that the landscape
for environmental activism has changed since
faith groups and others become more engaged.

“One of the things that pleases me most
when | look around this room is it's a different
group than the one | talked to 20 years ago
when | was talking about climate change,” said
MacDonald, who attended the United Nations
Climate Change Conference in Copenhagen
last December. “Then, it was mostly just ‘tree
huggers'! There are tree huggers here, but there
are others, too: people who are interested in

development issues.” FT ~ —LEANNE LARMONDIN
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GOOD NEWS

Church Offers

Freedom from Addiction

Kim was baptized in April 2008 by Tim Fletcher, founder of Finding Freedom.
“Every week, we hear stories of how people’s lives are being changed.”

im was pregnant, addicted to

crack and a prostitute when

she received healing through

the faith-based recovery program Find-

ing Freedom (FF). In April 2008 she was

one of four individuals baptized by FF

founder Tim Fletcher. Today, the young

mother leads her own small group for
female addicts.

“Every week, we hear stories of how

people’s lives are being changed,” says

Fletcher, former pastor of Assiniboia-

Charleswood Community Church (ACC)
and addictions counsellor at Tamarack
Rehab in Winnipeg, Man.

Founded in March 2007, FF comple-
ments the traditional 12-step program by
incorporating a Christian message and
dealing with underlying issues.

“We teach about the very deep —and
often painful —issues that result in broken
people becoming addicts or having other
major problems,” says Fletcher, who
meets with anywhere between 50 and 75




individuals every Friday night in a room
at Winnipeg's ACC.

While 60 per cent of those attending
FF battle addictions, the rest are usually
married couples and young adults seek-
ing wholeness.

“As the ministry grew, it became ap-
parent that we were reaching several
facets of people. All people are broken
in some way, and thus need healing,” ex-
plains Chuck Fritsch, a member of ACC
who, with his wife, Janet, has partnered
with Fletcher in the leading of FF.

“Understanding our brokenness leads
us to healing,” says Fletcher. The father of
three developed the FF-vision through his
work at Tamarack Rehab. “Finding Free-
dom is non-denominational; we make no
apologies that our higher power is Jesus,
but that is never forced on anyone.”

Since its inception, FF has expanded
into five locations across Winnipeg.
Fletcher’s teachings are currently being
distributed via DVD in six different coun-
tries. This spring, FF is developing its own
website, making its message accessible
worldwide.

“We don’t really have an agenda,”
says Fletcher. “Our desire is that FF con-
tinues to provide the tools for churches
and organizations to minister to addicts
and broken people more effectively.”

—EMILY WIERENGA

Jenni Weir inter-
acts with children
in Zimbabwe.

Life Transformation in 11 Months

he concept is reminiscent of the popular CBS television series The
Amazing Race, but the World Race isn't really about racing at all.

More of a pilgrimage than a mission trip, the World Race
(www.theworldrace.org) promises participants an 11-month, 11-country
journey requiring, “a commitment to a transformational discovery process.”

Manitoban JenniWeir, 27, is one of more than 20 young Canadian adults
who have participated in the experience. She completed her global odyssey
of personal transformation in November 2009.

“I'm a completely different person coming home. | was a big control
freak, and God just humbled me and took my pride,” Weir says.

Conceived in 2006, the World Race is a program of Adventures in Mis-
sions (www.adventures.org), an interdenominational agency based in
Gainesville, Georgia, about 100 km northeast of Atlanta.

The program is designed to remove “young people from their comfortable
life-styles for a year —to see the developing world and be transformed” by
their experiences, according to an organizational news release.

Transformational discovery doesn’t come cheaply: Weir estimates she
had to raise almost $20,000 - a process that took close to a year —to cover
expenses for a trip that saw her teach English in Ukraine, lead a Bible study in
the Dominican Republic and help at a medical clinic in Zimbabwe.

“There's a generation of young people who deserve a higher calling than
the risk-averse life of compromise that the Church has given them,” according
to World Race executive director Seth Barnes.

Weir believes she’s heard that calling. “As for what'’s next, it is a question |
cannot answer,” she wrote on her blog. “l know | have a calling on my life and
I need to be obedient to the One who directs my steps!”

In the weeks following Haiti's earthquake, that calling led Weir to visit
the devastated nation for 10 days. “We went and prayed over the land and
for people, and were basically there to encourage them,” she says. Home
from Haiti, she was in fundraising mode again with plans to visit Zimbabwe,
to “reconnect with the local church” there, do street ministry and work in
orphanages. —PATRICIA PADDEY

So if anyone is in Christ, there is
a new creation: everything old
has passed away; see, everything
has become new!

- 2 Corinthians 5:17 (NRSV)
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Place BY DAVID R. WELLS

The recent Olympic and Paralympic Games
in Vancouver showed how Christian unity is
more than just getting along

serve as chair of the board of The Evangelical Fellow-

ship of Canada not out of duty but out of a strong

conviction that Jesus was serious when He prayed the
prayer recorded in John 17:20-23: “I pray also for those
who will believe in me through their message, that all
of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and |
am in you. May they also be in us so that the world may
believe that you have sent me. | have given them the glory
that you gave me, that they may be one
as we are one: | in them and you in me.

a clear sense of what is essential and what is negotiable.
Essentially, what does it take to be a Christian? There have
been many historic answers to that in church creeds and
councils, but the core understandings of Christian truth
regarding God, His Word, salvation through Christ and our
need for His transformation in our lives are what unite us
with hundreds of millions around the planet. We may not
all attend the same type of church or form into one massive
denomination, but we will find ways to link together so
that God’s Kingdom is expressed locally and globally.
The Winter Olympic and Paralympic Games in Van-
couver-Whistler presented the Church on the West Coast
an opportunity to see if we would hold these convictions
and feel responsible praying and working for genuine
Christian unity in the region.
We believed together that we would
see “God command His blessing” in an

May they be brought to complete unity Uﬂlty takes blOOd/ unprecedented manner on our service,
to let the world know that you sentme  Sweat and tears and  witness and social actions before, during
and have loved them even as you have a strong sense and after the Games. | believe sincerely

loved me.”

Many of us in the family of God have
a highly romanticized view of unity.
“We're all Christians forgiven by our heavenly Father, we
are all following Jesus with the help of the Spirit, we all
want others to love Jesus” — and so “Shouldn’t we all just
get along?”

Sorry, the reality is it just isn’t that easy. Unity is hard
work. It takes blood, sweat and tears and a strong sense of
covenant. | am coming to some conclusions about what it
takes for Christians to genuinely be unified.

Foremost of all it takes a passion for Jesus’ glory. A com-
mitment to deep relationship with one another is not first of
all about what's best for us and making sure we are “looked
after” —rather, it is rooted in hearing the passionate call of
Jesus that we, God’s people, would be brought to complete
unity so the world would see Jesus for who He is.

To work towards the unity of the body of Christ takes

g, EF( l The Evangelical
Fellowship of Canada

The Evangelical Fellowship of Canada is the national association of
Evangelicals gathered together for influence, impact and identity in
ministry and public witness. Since 1964 the EFC has provided a
national forum for Evangelicals and a constructive voice for biblical
principles in life and society. Visit us at theEFC.ca.
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of covenant

we have seen that miracle occur, and the
foundation is laid for a greater day for the
Church in Greater Vancouver. Heartfelt
kudos to my brothers and sisters in Christ who have paid
the price to see that happen.

The passion we had all the way along was that found in
Jeremiah 29:7 to “seek the peace and prosperity of the city
to which I have carried you into exile. Pray to the LOrD for
it, because if it prospers, you too will prosper.”

In similar ways many Christians in the region have
recognized that where they live does not just consist of
streets, restaurants, events and nameless faces. It is made
up of individuals loved by God, communities that yearn
for redemptive influences —and influencers who will seek
their peace and well-being. | am confident today, as never
before, that God will work through people who pray and
seek the peace and wholeness of their communities.

You can try to accomplish that alone or within a single
church. Personally I'd encourage you to do it Jesus’ way,
in complete unity with the people of God in your city
or region.

DAVID R.WELLS is chair of the board of The Evangelical
Fellowship of Canada and general superintendent of its
largest affiliate denomination, The Pentecostal Assemblies
of Canada. He has worked in chaplaincy at several Olympic
and Commonwealth Games. EFC President

Bruce J. Clemenger is on sabbatical.
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Village BY KAREN STILLER

Colombia: Praying for Peace

any moons, moves,
kids and contracts
ago, | was 19 and
living in Colombia for three
and a half months with a group
called Canada World Youth
(CWY). CWY took handfuls
of Canadian youth and con-
nected us with counterparts

tors have been assassinated.
Its website offers reports of
pastors who are among the
disappeared —a poetic way of
saying killed or kidnapped in
Latin America — and families
displaced because they live
and worship too close to the
coca fields, where FARC and

from the developing world.
For 10 weeks | lived, worked and made pork
sausage to sell at the mountaintop market with
the family of Don Pedro. Our host family were
“campesinos,” part of the rural many who
struggle to get by in this beautiful but troubled
country.

| remember the rides in colourful buses that
clung to and careened around the mountain
highways. | remember the lush green hills and
fields of flowers destined for the exotic bouquets
and crystal vases of foreign ladies. | remember
that Colombians can dance for hours. I canstill
smell the smoke in the tiny, dark, unventilated
mud kitchen where our “mother” cooked the
daily potatoes over an open fire. The next year,
CWY crossed Colombia off its list of partner
countries. It had become just too dangerous.

Colombia, bordered by Panama, Venezuela,
Brazil, Peru and Ecuador, sits where North and
South America meet. lts reputation is of drug
lords, kidnappers, rebels and civil war—and of
course really fantastic coffee. Who can forget
the astounding images of Colombian politician
Ingrid Betancourt Pulecio and 14 other hos-
tages being rescued in 2008, after more than
six years of captivity by the FARC, the infam-
ous Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia?
FARC, the oldest and largest guerrilla group in
Colombia, has warred with the government for
40 years. Much of the inner struggle is drug-
related — and it seems far from over.

Colombia is “one of the world’s most violent
mission fields,” according to a recent Christian-
ity Today article by Russ Stendal.

He quotes the watchdog group Christian
Solidarity Worldwide, which reports that in
the last three years more than 200 churches
have been forced to shut down and 35 pas-

other rebel groups know that
astronomical amounts of money can be made
by those who can control them.

The Internal Displacement Monitoring
Centre reports that more than four million or-
dinary Colombians have been displaced in the
past 40 years, poor pawns in the conflict, flee-
ing from rural to urban centres and sometimes
back again, with little official support.

The World Bank estimates that if Colombia
had not been besieged by conflict, the income
of the average Colombian would be 50 per
cent higher. As itis, 65 per cent of the popula-
tion live in poverty —even 80 per cent in rural
areas that also typically lack safe water, proper
sanitation and, for too many children, access
to education.

Colombia, like so many others, is a country
of staggering contrasts. The rich are very rich.
The poor are very poor. Battle lines criss-cross
a terrain that is achingly beautiful even as it
struggles to disentangle itself from the claws of
the violent status quo. And then, everywhere
you turn, there are families like Don Pedro’s,
ordinary mothers and fathers with children
who yearn to make a better life — and dance
whenever they can.

Canadian Connections

Full Name: Republic of Colombia
Population: 45.7 million (UN, 2009)
Capital: Bogota

Area: 1.14 million km2 (440,000 sq.
mi.)

Major Language: Spanish

Major Religions: Christianity, pri-
marily Roman Catholic

Life Expectancy: 69 years (men), 77
years (women) (UN)

Main Exports: Petroleum, coffee,
coal, gold, bananas, cut flowers,
chemicals, emeralds, cotton prod-
ucts, sugar, livestock

Annual Income Per Person: $2,740
uUsD

(Sources: BBC News, World Vision)

* Pray for the release of captives
who are held for many reasons,
sometimes religious.

* Pray for the success of the docu-
ment “A Prophetic Call” issued
by Protestant leaders in 2009,
suggesting a 13-step process for
resolving the conflict.

e Pray for the protection of the
Church and its strengthening as a
truly prophetic voice in Colombia.

* Pray for a weakening of the North
American drug market which
feeds the violence in Colombia.

e Pray for the missionaries called
into what is often life-threatening
danger.

¢ Opportunity International Canada provides microfinance services and train-
ing to more than 6,000 entrepreneurs in Colombia, including in guerrilla-
controlled areas, enabling them to expand their businesses and work their
way out of poverty. www.opportunityinternational.ca
Compassion Canada has partnered with Colombian churches since 1974
to help children in poverty. Currently, more than 49,300 children are regis-
tered in more than 180 child development centres. www.compassion.ca

See a more detailed version of this article at theEFC.ca/globalvillage
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Move Into the Neighbourhood
ow are Canadian congregations doing at
reaching their neighbourhoods? Ministry and
marketplace leaders discussed this theme at
EFC Christian Leaders Connection events held
from Victoria to Moncton between September
2009 and April 2010. The Talking About Church and Mis-
sion seminars built on previous input from almost 500
churches that responded to an EFC survey in 2008.

Almost all respondents to the survey (86 per cent) placed
importance on joining God’s mission at work in the world
internationally. Slightly less (80 per cent) indicated equal
value on highly involving the congregation in ministry to
the local neighbourhood.

Seminar participants reported a strategic international
focus on unreached people groups, bi-vocational (tent-
making) ministries, involvement in international justice
issues and fair trade. Locally focused outreach included
church-hosted food banks, shelter for the needy and em-
ployment programs for immigrants.

All agreed that the Church benefits from increased cred-
ibility when it serves outside its own walls.

Church leaders do value congregational members build-
ing long-term relationships in the neighbourhood, accord-
ing to three-quarters of survey respondents. However, far
fewer actually reported organized co-operative initiatives
between the church and community.

Seminar attendees had many ideas how this might be im-
proved: Develop partnerships with community events and
services such as the Polar Bear Plunge, the police and fire de-
partments. Increase ministerial involvement at community
events. Invite input from neighbours about possible church
expansions. Set the church calendar after first considering
the community calendar. Demonstrate to the community

MORE COMING EVENTS
Details at theEFC.ca/events or call 1-866-302-3362
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that the church is a resource for information and services.
Offer a “Wills and Power of Attorney” seminar to the com-
munity, not just to congregants. Fund a local playground.
Encourage members to build relationships with neighbours
by participating in “Meals on Wheels” programs.

Educating church members to be more sensitive to the
community in which they live and worship is a challenge.
Consider this sobering question: “If my church was taken out
of our community, would our neighbours miss it?”

For more tips from seminar participants, visit theEFC.ca/
missional and click “Talking About Church & Mission.”

—CHARLENE DE HAAN

How Well Do You Know the
Faith Movement?

The Faith Movement, sometimes called the “Prosperity
Gospel Movement,” has garnered attention, much of it
critical, in the Canadian media. The diversity of the move-
ment has often been distorted when American narratives
are applied to the Canadian context.

Catherine Bowler offers a short, well-documented intro-
duction to the movement in the most recent issue of Church
& Faith Trends, published by the EFC’s Centre for Research
on Canadian Evangelicalism. She recalls how the movement
established one of its first Canadian educational institutions
in Quebec and shows how its influences are truly global.

Read “From Far and Wide: The Canadian Faith Move-
ment” at www.churchandfaithtrends.ca.

Religious Persecution of
Christians in Iraq

The EFC’s Religious Liberty Commission released a
report in March entitled A History of Faith — A New Cen-
tury of Suffering. This report draws on verified sources and
documented attacks to detail the nature and intensity of
persecution suffered daily by Iraqi believers for their faith in
Jesus Christ. The March 7 election in Iraq has the potential
to significantly affect religious liberty in the country. For
details, see theEFC.ca/alerts.

EFC’s Wells Responded to
Olympic Tragedy

Chaplains, including the EFC’s chair of the board David
Wells, had an important role to play during the Vancouver
Winter Games in February.

The role became especially evident after the tragic death
of Nodar Kumaritashvili, a 21-year-old luger from the coun-
try of Georgia, who died in a training accident on the open-
ing day of the Games.

Wells co-ordinated multi-faith chaplaincy work at the
Games, and so itfell to him to help locate Eastern Orthodox
clergy who could support the Georgian Olympic team and


http://theEFC.ca/events
http://www.refugeehighway.net
http://theEFC.ca/missional
http://www.churchandfaithtrends.ca
http://theEFC.ca/alerts
http://theEFC.ca/missional

the athlete’s loved ones. He also helped provide remem-
brance books that people could sign within the athletes’
villages in Vancouver and Whistler.

During the Games, other chaplains continued the
normal practice of offering daily worship services and
spiritual counselling within the athletes’ villages.

Wells, who is now offering extra oversight at the EFC
during a sabbatical by President Bruce J. Clemenger, also
heads The Pentecostal Assemblies of Canada.

The EFC’s Geoff Tunnicliffe, currently international
director of the World Evangelical Alliance, met with Olav
Fykse Tveit, general secretary of the World Council of
Churches, in March to discuss common concerns around
Christian unity.

“This important meeting was helpful in building bridges
of understanding in regards to evangelism, religious liberty
and caring for the vulnerable,” says Tunnicliffe, who had
previously metTveit once in 2007. Tveit, a Lutheran from
Norway, began his tenure as WCC general secretary in
January 2010.

The two leaders affirmed their continued support for

@ \ EF( The Evangelical
Fellowship of Canada

the Global Christian Forum, a network facilitating dialogue
among Orthodox, Catholic, Anglican, Protestant, Evangel-
ical, Pentecostal and the African Instituted Churches.

The two met at the Ecumenical Center in Geneva,
Switzerland, and intend to meet again in future.

The Religious Liberty Partnership (RLP), an international
collaboration of Christian organizations focused on reli-
gious liberty, is calling on the worldwide church “to stand
with our brothers and sisters in Nigeria in prayer, and to
provide long-term practical humanitarian support, pas-
toral care and trauma counselling” after several hundred
people were killed in riots in January and March.

The RLP released its “Cyprus Statement” March 31,
also calling Christians worldwide “to engage with Niger-
ian diplomatic missions, challenging them to ensure the
Nigerian government takes timely and effective action to
tackle abuses of human rights and religious freedom.”

The RLP statement, available online at www.world
evangelicals.org, is signed by the World Evangelical Alli-
ance’s Religious Liberty Commission and by many other
groups including The Voice of the Martyrs Canada, an
EFC affiliate.

By Don Hutchinson

“ limate change” is a loaded

statement in today’s world.

It's easy to see the weather
change around us hourly and daily,
and if we stretch our memories some
of us can compare it with the weather
of several years ago. But it takes care-
ful record keeping and analysis to see
if climate, which can be defined as
average weather over longer periods
such as decades, is changing.

So the words “climate change”
generate a fair amount of discussion
about whether or not global warming
is real or whether there is any scientific
foundation to assertions of the need
to take action personally, corporately
or by government to reduce human
impact, if there is a human impact, on
the environment.

Do we have to understand or accept
the science to recognize that we have

a pollution problem? Or that there are
significant environmental problems in
parts of the Earth that are resulting in
droughts, floods and even the extinc-
tion of some species?

Yes, God is in control and we are
called to worship only Him. He also calls
us to obey Him. “The Lord God took the
man and put him in the Garden of Eden
to work it and take care of it" (Genesis
2:15, emphasis added). From Genesis
on throughout Scripture, human beings
are called to appreciate and care for all
creation.Theologian John Stott has writ-
ten, “It would be ludicrous to suppose
that God first created the earth and then
handed it over to us to be destroyed.”

This April | was privileged to engage
in the conversation about care of
creation with Christians, people of
other faiths, atheists and self-described
Earth worshippers. (This included two

evening public roundtables and two
full days of discussion in a retreat set-
ting.) We considered that science may
be compelling but is not exact, that
“Mother Earth” is not God and never
can be for the Christian, that the world
is in “environmental” trouble — whether
caused by human contribution or not -
and that the Bible has something to say
about human responsibility to care for
all of creation.

While roundtable presentations
came from every perspective, all
keynote addresses were delivered by
Evangelicals, reflecting on the biblical
foundations that call Christians not to
ignore this concern and call others to
consider responsibility to God in their
approach. A helpful dialogue has begun.

To help think about and discuss
such issues, the EFC offers a great free
resource, God’s Earthkeepers: Biblical
Action and Reflection on the Environ-
ment. The 20-page booklet, developed
in 1995 and updated in 2007, is avail-
able free at theEFC.ca/issues.
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Throwing an

pic-

utreach

Tips from Vancouver 2010 that
all Christians can use

By Karen Stiller

n the afternoon that Sidney Crosby

snuck his splendid goal into the net,

securing Canada’s 14th Olympic

gold medal and his own hero status

forever, Karen Reed was making her

way through the downtown core of
Vancouver past all the ecstatic Canadian fans who had
watched the game in the General Motors Place plus
another 150,000 revellers or so. Imagine the thrill, ex-
citement, energy — the gratitude even — as thousands of
people tipsy with joy celebrated together.

“I had 150 high-fives from strangers,” says Reed,
executive director of More Than Gold, the Christian
outreach at the Olympics that brought together 15 de-
nominations, hundreds of churches and close to 40
organizations. The outreach mobilized nearly 4,000
volunteers, making it one of the largest Christian pro-
grams ever attempted at a winter Olympics.

During Sidney Crosby’s finest hour so far, “they closed
down bridges, buses couldn’t move because everyone
wanted to come and celebrate together,” says Reed.

MAY / JUNE 2010

“People tasted what it means to belong, and what it's
like to celebrate. I think that people can taste aspects of
the Kingdom, without knowing it’s the Kingdom.”

Thanks to More than Gold and its theme of radical
hospitality, many of the 300,000 visitors to Vancouver,
along with regular residents of the city, tasted a little bit of
the Kingdom during the 17 days of the 2010 Olympics.

Most of us scattered in towns and cities across Can-
ada will never have the Olympics come to town. But we
might have the opportunity to offer a taste of the King-
dom to our own communities during special outreach
events that can draw the larger Christian community
together for a common goal, as More Than Gold did
so successfully.

Faith Today spoke to some of the movers and shapers
of the More Than Gold outreach to discover some of their
best advice for putting on an Olympic-sized outreach.

Start With Prayer
“What we said all along was that if this thing was
going to happen, it wasn’t going to be because we had

PHOTO: COURTESY COASTAL CHURCH
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Pastor Dave Koop was interviewed by the CTV: Having

a great team, although we did have one,” says Bob
Kramer, director of operations for More Than Gold. “It
was going to be because God was going to show up and
do exceedingly more than we could ask or think.
“We wanted to lift up the Lord Jesus so he could

church doors open and hospitality at the ready is some-
thing that most churches could easily offer during large
community events. “We made sure we did it right.”

20 / FaithToday

draw others up,” explains Kramer. “This is what God
did. He did it as an answer to prayer.” Kramer repeats
that old adage to pray like everything depends on God,
and work like everything depends on us.

David Wells agrees. Wells, national superintendent
for The Pentecostal Assemblies of
Canada and chairman of the board
of The Evangelical Fellowship of
Canada, also served as vice-chair of
MoreThan Gold. Sports chaplaincy,
which he also led in Vancouver, is
his passion. So is prayer.

“Start with first things first. Pray-
er networking is the absolute first
thing to do,” says Wells. ”Ask God to give you a vision
of what could be possible, and to draw in partners
from far and wide.”

Build a Wide Platform

“Any effective city- or region-wide endeavour needs
to have a clear platform that people can operate on,”
says Wells. People and partners who signed on with
More Than Gold agreed to the Apostles’ Creed. That
“doctrinal platform,” says Wells, gave groups a certain
level of agreement. “There were those groups that didn’t
align with More Than Gold for that reason, and you
have to let them go.”

Karen Reed agrees: “Collaboration is hard work. But

MAY / JUNE 2010

Pray like everything

depends on God, and

work like everything
depends on us

I’'m convinced that there is a maturity that doesn’t hap-
pen until diversity learns to collaborate for the common
good. You begin to learn how to bend in love.” Bending
in love can mean freeing people to do what they do best,
under the agreed parameters of the outreach.

Part of More Than Gold’s genius, according to Bob
Kraemer, was providing participants with a “smorgas-
bord of opportunity. It’s turning the handles in people’s
directions so it's easy for them to grab onto opportun-
ities. Recognizing what fits for people was a very im-
portant aspect.”

The outreach was diversified enough that, according
to Dave Wells, “if an organization wanted to be part of
the proclamation side, for example, they were certainly
free to take up that side of the shared endeavour. Your
structure needs to lend itself to be more a networking of
these groups that allows for diversity. That’s pretty much
the way you have to go now, more than ever.”

For a city-wide outreach pulling in different churches,
that could mean an honest discussion about who does
what best, and then supporting each other in that area.
That goes for individual volunteers as well.

Plugging the right people into the right positions
was key in Vancouver. Not everybody is equipped to
carry a 20-kilo backpack full of coffee around on a six-
hour shift, which a lot of volunteers did in Vancouver.
Whatever position they filled, More than Gold tried to
train volunteers so they could be ready for just about
anything, thanking them profusely,
giving them a free t-shirt, and letting
them know how valued they were
at every possible opportunity.

Plan Ahead

Sharon Tidd acted as the Van-
couver Olympic 2010 outreach
co-ordinator. She came on board in
February of 2008, but she says the planning for More
Than Gold really started about seven years ago. (Van-
couver was awarded the Olympics on July 2, 2003.)
Tidd is with The Salvation Army British Columbia Div-
ision. But the “intense planning began about two years
ago,” says Tidd.

If possible, start planning early enough in advance
to get key players, including as many church leaders as
you can, on board. Giving yourself ample time to plan
properly allows time to research and build bridges.

“Know who your partners are” or could be, says
Dwayne Buhler, director of MissionsFest Vancouver, a
More Than Gold partner. “One of the wise things that
happened with More Than Gold was quickly identifying
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Clockwise from top: Volunteers served up to 600,000 cups of hot chocolate to tired Olympic

visitors; other people were drawn to "Shred Fest," a youth event at North Shore Alliance
Church, co-sponsored by Youth For Christ; and “Prayer networking is the absolute first thing to
do” and was essential throughout the planning process as well as during the Olympics.

the ministries that work in social issues, and going to
them and asking how they could be helped.

“What they didn’t want was scores of ministry groups
going into the Downtown Eastside and not understand-
ing the situation and undoing years of good work,” says
Buhler. Having the attitude of joining in, or at the very
least not hurting already existing outreach activities in
your town or city, is essential. Enough preparation time
helps negate against those types of sloppy and avoid-
able mistakes.

The other benefit of plenty of planning time is that

you are more likely to do your outreach well. “Excel-
lence takes work,” says Dave Koop, head pastor of
downtown Vancouver’s Coastal Church. Coastal was
an “open door church,” a place where Olympic vis-
itors could pop in for rest, refreshment, free Internet
access, or no-holds-barred excitement when the church
aired premier big-screen Olympic events, like, yes, the
women’s and men’s go-for-gold hockey games.
Having church doors open and hospitality at the
ready is something that most churches could easily
offer during large community events. “We made sure
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we did it right,” says Koop. “Otherwise people write
it off as another half-hearted church event. Save up,
put your money and energy into it. Buy the best cof-
fee, the best hot chocolate. When we did a video, we
shot the best video. We were representing Christ. We
can’t match Coca-Cola, but we can give the best level
of excellence we can.”

The Value of Hospitality

MoreThan Gold settled on the theme of radical hos-
pitality that guided every outreach activity it held. A
theme or an overarching vision, however broad, can
help planners both open up to possibilities and narrow
in on the ones they can best leverage to impact their
community.

“We asked ourselves: How could we extend the
radical hospitality of Christ, where Jesus is guest and
host?” explains Karen Reed. “The Early Church had a
city gate to welcome strangers. How do we call the
Church out of its buildings to engage purposefully in
public space?”

How about by serving up 600,000 cups of free hot
chocolate and coffee to weary Olympic visitors? More
Than Gold volunteers hit the streets with backpacks
of coffee and hot chocolate. They set
up — with proper permission of course

Golden Ideas

(another reason to plan ahead) — at transit hubs and
venues around Vancouver, pouring hot drinks to
people continually surprised and touched by the
simple act of generosity.

Volunteers had been carefully trained to engage in
gentle spiritual discussion if asked, as they were repeat-
edly, why they were standing in the drizzle giving out hot
drinks for free. “We saw these conversations take place,”
says Sharon Tidd, who helped run the hot drink program,
“and we were amazed. We can't count the number of
people we touched, but I bet it was close to 250,000.”

They clearly touched the Premier, the transit officials
and the police who were among the many to commend
MoreThan Gold for the calming role it played comfort-
ing commuters packed into transportation hubs and
other spots congested with Olympic crowds.

Tidd says that the backpacks and supplies were
a significant investment (purchased through www.
thirstenders.com) but worth every penny, and will be
used again for other events, like Canada Day parades,
an event that happens in many Canadian commun-
ities. “There are so many events where they’d be easy
to go out with, as long as you get the okay from the
people who are organizing the event,” says Tidd.

art of the genius — and the challenge -

of MoreThan Gold was the myriad of

outreach initiatives, all under the ban-
ner of radical hospitality. Here are some ideas
that you could use for your own town or city.

e Hospitality teams offered free beverages,
welcome packs and care kits to the public.

e MoreThan Gold tapped into pin-trading fever
by creating its own collectible pins and giving
them away to a public eager for souvenirs.The
pin was decorated with the MoreThan Gold
symbol with colours that could be used to tell
the gospel story.

e Open Door Churches posted signs on doors telling the
public they were welcome inside, to rest, to have a *
snack, to use the washroom, to watch an Olympic event
on a big screen, to sitin on an Alpha course, to look at
a map or ask questions.The possibilities for Open Door
Church hospitality are endless. i

¢ Already existing resources designed for outreach
were used, like KidsGames, a free sports program that

l Some churches invited visitors to sit in on Alpha courses.

complements large sporting events (www.kidsgames

.com).

A home-stay program called Home for the Games
linked visitors with households willing to host them,
while donating at least half of the revenue to initiatives
to fight homelessness in Vancouver.

Free concerts, art displays, dinners and dramas occurred
all over the city, offering visitors alternative activities that
were fun and easily accessible. —KS

PHOTO: COURTESY COASTAL CHURCH
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Other freebies given out included
care kits for the homeless, with things
like toothbrushes, shampoo, soap and
a Gospel of Mark provided by the Can-
adian Bible Society (another partner)
and even scarves hand-knit by donors
from Jamaica and around the world.
The scarves were in the More Than
Gold rainbow of colours, selected to
lend themselves to a gospel presenta-
tion (deep purple for sin, white for God
getting your act together, etc.).

Visitors received welcome kits con-
taining rain ponchos, lip balm, maps,
sunscreen and a Canada souvenir. The
bags were cloth, reusable and grateful-
ly received “in the spirit of More Than
Gold,” as was emblazoned on their
sides.

What If?

Partof planning a large, collaborative
outreach always involves asking “What
if?” says David Wells. The “what-ifs”
help you plan for the unexpected, the
things that will inevitably go wrong.

For Bob Kramer, the what-ifs were
actually about dreaming big, and then
dreaming even bigger. “That is a differ-
ent kind of what-if,” says Kramer, “that’s
about vision. What if we could get 300
Christian artists performing? What if we
could have people praying 24/7?2”

Legacy is another important what-if
question for More Than Gold. The team
has discussed all along what kind of
legacy it wants to leave in Vancouver,
and across the country. “It’s been my
dream,” says Karen Reed, “that we
could spark a movement of radical
hospitality.”

More Than Gold might do just that.
The most important question other Can-
adian Christians might ask right now is
“What if we could get all the churches
in town together to impact our own city
— like never before?” FT
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Canadian Christian Doctor Fights

Maternal Mort 1]

By Patricia Paddey

As the world’s attention turns — finally — to the heart-wrenching
issue of maternal mortality, it finds Dr. Jean Chamberlain Froese,
a Christian from Hamilton, Ont., at the forefront of the issue.
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hen Prime Minister Stephen Harper an-
nounced his intention to make mater-
nal and child health the focus of the
G8 Summit in June, the ramifications
of that decision echoed in the heart of
a Canadian doctor living thousands of
miles away, in Uganda.

“l can barely share the news with people here without
choking up, thinking of how important this decision is,” says
obstetrician-gynecologist Dr. Jean Chamber-
lain Froese. “I've slugged through the field of
maternal mortality for the past 14 years and,
honestly, this is the first time any kind of signifi-
cant Canadian attention has been showered
on this modern day tragedy.”

“Significant Canadian attention” turned
out to be an understatement; in the weeks
following the Prime Minister’s announce-
ment, something of a political and ideo-
logical firestorm erupted, and Liberal leader
Michael Ignatieff insisted any foreign aid
funding for maternal and child assistance
should include funding for abortion. (That
Liberal motion, which was put to a vote in
Parliament March 24, was defeated.)

Politics aside, the attention is long over-
due. In spite of the fact that the United Na-
tions included improving maternal health and reducing child
mortality among the eight Millennium Development Goals it
established in 2000, it seemed little to no progress was being
achieved in combating high maternal mortality rates in the
developing world. But a brand new study published in The
Lancet indicates positive change is occurring.

The news must be heartening to those who work in pro-
tecting and promoting child and maternal health. They insist
that, rather than abortion, the main issues are clean drinking
water, access to safe and healthy food, shelter, medicines

MAY / JUNE 2010

Jean Chamberlain Froese’s
program aims to change
East Africa and beyond.

and quality health care (pre- and
post-natal as well as pediatric care).
Such practical measures are clearly
paying off. According to The Lancet,
maternal deaths dropped to 342,900
in 2008 from 526,300 in 1980.

Still, Chamberlain Froese and her
international Christian ministry pro-
moting the health and dignity of moth-
ers in developing
countries (Www.
savethemothers.
org) will take all
the political atten-
tion this issue can
get. She has worked in international women
and children’s health in some of the poorest
—and often most ignored — nations on earth,
including Yemen and Uganda, with short
stints in Zimbabwe, Zambia and Pakistan.

By contrast, the annual G8 or “Group
of Eight” Summit, to be held in Ontario’s
Muskoka region this year, brings together
the leaders of some of the world’s richest
nations: Canada, France, Germany, Italy,
Japan, Russia, the United Kingdom and
the United States.

Chamberlain Froese knows from experience that without
political will, little real change occurs. “l am learning more and
more that maternal and child health is very related to politics in
developing countries,” she says. “One must convince policy-
makers of its essential role.” Getting the attention of economic-
ally powerful leaders is part of that process.

Convincing policymakers of the importance of safe
motherhood is just one of the herculean tasks Chamberlain
Froese has established for Save the Mothers. Such tasks de-
mand a huge commitment, which explains why she and her

ROYAL COLLEGE OF PHYSICIANS AND SURGEONS OF CANADA
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Dr Jean Chamberlain Froese (above right) speaks to school
children about safe motherhood in Katoogo, Uganda. In
some areas of Uganda, one third of girls will have been
pregnant before completing their adolescence. Girls who
are found to be pregnant in school are immediately ex-
pelled with little hope of ever finishing their education.

family spend only four months of each year in Hamilton, Ont.
(where they attend an Associated Gospel congregation). They
live and work in Uganda the rest of the year, where Save the
Mothers attempts to engage local leadership and to equip
them with tools to improve women’s health care.

It's desperately needed change. “From the time you had
your morning coffee today until the same time tomorrow, 1,600
women will have died from complications of pregnancy and
childbirth,” Chamberlain Froese writes in her book, Where
Have Allthe Mothers Gone? Stories of Courage and Hope Dur-
ing Childbirth Among the World'’s Poorest Women (Essence/
Epic, 2004). Most of these women (90 per cent) lived in sub-
Saharan Africa and Asia. “Put another way, a woman in Africa
has a lifetime risk of one in 16 of dying from pregnancy-related
complications. In the industrialized world, it is one in 4,000.”

Chamberlain Froese says that, incredibly, more women
and babies have died of pregnancy- or childbirth-related com-
plications in the developing world over the past 25 years than
have died of AIDS.

“As we look worldwide, far too many mothers die every
year from pregnancy-related complications,” she explains.
“And here in North America, we just can’t imagine that that

PHOTO: ASHLEY WALLACE

happens. In Canada we lose 10 mothers a year, but in a
country like Uganda where | work, and which has the same
population as Canada, every year 6,000 mothers die from
pregnancy-related complications. Six thousand!”

Chamberlain Froese’s book is filled with heart-wrenching
stories of real women who've faced tragic outcomes to preg-
nancy or childbirth. She tells of teenagers who labour for
days, only to deliver stillborn babies or die of labouring;
desperate women driven on the backs of motorcycles over
rutted roads to hospitals lacking in staff or facilities; and bar-
ren women despised and scorned for being so.

She began writing those stories in 1999, when after difficult
days of clinical work, fighting a losing battle trying to improve
maternal care for women in the developing world, she’d come
home late at night and purge her emotions at the keyboard.

“When you have experiences like that, face-to-face, you never
forget them,” she says. “And you think, ‘That should never hap-
pen again.’ | think it really motivates me to not lose the forest for
the trees. Even if there are a lot of obstacles to be overcome.”

The obstacles, she insists, are not merely medical ones,
for maternal mortality is not just a medical issue — it’s a
social issue.
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[Clockwise:] School children in Mukono, Uganda, sing about safe motherhood. Journalist Catherine
I Kizza, an editor at the daily newspaper The New Vision, took the STM program and has now developed

a course to train journalists to write about safe motherhood. The average Ugandan woman has nearly

seven children; a third of Ugandan women want access to family planning but cannot obtain it.

“The hindrances to maternal care are many, yet none
are impossible to overcome,” she writes in her book. “They
include distance from health services, finances (cost of treat-
ment, transportation), lack of drugs and supplies, excessive
demands on women’s time, and women’s lack of decision-
making power within their families. In certain situations, the
treatment provided by the healthcare team is substandard,
and so it is shunned by pregnant mothers.”

That Chamberlain Froese would consider such obstacles
and call them surmountable testifies to her gift as a passionate
visionary. That she would develop and implement a plan of
action to overcome such obstacles testifies to her intelligence,
perseverance and determination. And that the Royal College
of Physicians and Surgeons of Canada would award her the
prestigious Teasdale-Corti Humanitarian Award in 2009 testifies
to the recognition, by her peers, of her altruism and courage.

Working in conjunction with Uganda Christian University
since 2005, Save the Mothers offers a Master’s-degree-level
program in public health leadership designed to address the
root social causes of maternal mortality. Chamberlain Froese
administers the program while in Uganda from October to
May each year and hopes to take it into other nations. This
innovative modular program aims specifically at working
professionals: journalists, politicians, teachers, community
activists, people from the faith community and others.

Ask the doctor how things are going, and her enthusiasm
bubbles. “It's just wonderful to see the impact that these
Ugandan leaders are having in their own communities.”

She reports that journalists who have graduated from the
program are writing culture-changing articles and producing
society-shaping broadcasts. Alumni who are teachers and
clergy are writing thought-informing curricula. Politician
graduates are also doing their part.

“One of our former students is a member of Uganda’s par-
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liament, the Honorable Sylvia Ssinabulya,” says Chamberlain
Froese, “and she introduced legislation that called on the gov-
ernment to five action plans around safe motherhood. The bill
passed unanimously, and it was added to the budget. She’s
also recruited three other MPs into our class and organized
another 37 members of parliament who are congregating and
working around this issue.

“We're just so excited to see that kind of top level support
for safe motherhood.”

She has other reasons to be excited. The Uganda program now
has its first international students — from Kenya —and has plans to
grow into a training centre that attracts students from across East
Africa, the Middle East and the Indian subcontinent.

Uganda’s First Lady, MP Janet Museveni, recently visited and
heaped praises on the program. Two days later her husband,
Uganda’s president, spoke at an International Women’s Day
celebration, and he focused his comments on safe motherhood
and the need for Uganda to do more to save its mothers.

“The message is getting through,” says Chamberlain Froese.

Ask her what it’s like to birth a ministry, watch it grow and
see it flourish, and Chamberlain Froese responds with humility.
“ljust feel God’s wind behind it,” she says. “Now, don’t get me
wrong. | could talk to you for a day about the challenges. But
it's just that real sense that God’s behind it, that reminds me of
the importance of continuing to seek His wisdom.”

Knowing that the G8 will soon turn its attention to the cause
she’s worked so long and hard for adds to her conviction. “Not
that Harper, or any one person can work miracles,” she wrote
recently in an op-ed piece for the National Post. “But maybe for
the first time this issue will get the political backing from rich
Western powers that it so desperately needs.”

PH(jTO: JEAN CHAMBERLAIN FROESE

PATRICIA PADDEY of Mississauga, Ont., is one of
Faith Today's senior writers.
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With Canadian Muslims

Joy Loewen of Winnipeg has spent 30 years in
Muslim ministry and is now following God’s call to
reach out to Muslim women here in Canada. She spoke
with Faith Today’s Karen Stiller (KS) about the

surprising lessons she has learned about
Muslims — and about Christians.

IKS: Joy, sharing the gospel with Muslim women in Canada
is hard to picture. What does that actually look like?

JL: Most people wouldn’t understand. In Canada, when we
think of evangelism we often think about bringing a person
to church or an event. When it comes to Muslims, they’re
usually not going to come into a church. We have to meet
them on their turf. The Christian has to take the initiative.
The Muslim isn’t going to come up to the Christian and ask
questions or take the initiative to make friends.

KS: Why wouldn't they do that?

JL:They feel like the guest in the country, especially the women.
Women don’t normally come up to anybody. Culturally that
would not be acceptable. They come across as quite shy.

KS: Are Muslim women shy?

JL: Their eyes are always looking down, and we think they're
not interested in us. It’s not that at all. They are feeling shy. They
think that we don't like them.

I(S: Is that sense of not being liked a post-9/11 phenomenon?
JL: Yes, that is a post-9/11 thing. They know what the media
is saying, and they feel embarrassed. They feel no one wants
them.

IKS: Do Muslim women have a reciprocal call to evangelize?
JL: Yes, they are a missionary type of religion, but most of
it comes from paid missionaries. They have their own paid
people.
KS: So, a typical Muslim women would not look at you as a
Christian and want to convert you?
JL:They are all very proud of Islam, and they think it is the best
and the last religion. They are not ashamed of their religion.
IKS: Walk me through how you go about your work of reach-
ing Muslim women.
JL: | spend a lot of time in prayer. | want God to send me to
exactly the women He has selected. | could go up to any Muslim
woman - feel very comfortable with them —but | could be spin-
ning my wheels. | ask God to put me in the place of a Muslim
woman of His choosing. It could be anywhere, on the streets,
inan office, in an airport. I sense the Lord is telling me to talk to
that particular woman, and | start a normal conversation.

| ask what their name means, because names are terribly
important to them. If she’s opening up, I ask if I can visit them
in their homes. They love it. It's different from our culture.
In our culture, we don’t walk up to strangers, and we don't
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invite ourselves into other’s
homes. We wait to be invit-
ed. It's a bit like Zacchaeus,
when Jesus says, “I’'m com-
ing to your house for tea.”
It's an honour for them. |
will get their phone num-
ber and call them.
IKS: Joy, I would think you
were crazy if you did that
to me.
JL: I don'tsay itin the first
five minutes. | would have
concluded the conversa-
tion and | can tell if she
would wantto get togeth-
er more. If she’s drawing
back | can tell. But so
many Muslim women are
so happy if someone will come and visit them. In their culture,
visiting in each other’s homes is the norm. And when | express a
desire to do it, it means that someone in the country they have
come to really cares for them. That’s the drawing feature.
I(S: But, aren’t they suspicious that you are doing what you
are doing, essentially trying to convert them?
JL: If they know you are a real Christian, they are even more
open to it. They consider the West immoral, and many women
they see are lined up with the woman on television, which they
call a Hollywood woman. But if they see you coming to them
and you are dressed modestly —and | am never trying to draw
attention to my sexuality — you can get a hearing from them.
I’'m very intentional. | love them and | go to them. They sense
that. | am caring about them. | take the initiative all the time:
we visit often and have many cups of tea.

She’ll invite me for a meal, and she’ll ask me to bring my
husband and children. Then you reciprocate. Then you are on
home turf, and they will want to make many observations. They
will study everything. They sense that you care about them and
you are living a clean life. They are drawn really powerfully to
the love of Jesus. They don’t always know what that is, but they
are drawn to it.

It doesn’t take long. They open up very easily. They are more
transparent and open than other Canadians. Soon they will start
sharing their innermost struggles, their fears, and then you can
offer to pray with them. That is the biggest part of my ministry,
praying for Muslim women.

I always ask if | can pray for them and tell them that | pray
in the name of Jesus. In all my years I've only had one woman
turn it down. They really appreciate prayer, even in the name
of Jesus, who they do believe in, but he’s not the same one as
in the Gospels. They believe he is a prophet.

SHARING JESUS witl
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| ask them if | can pray right there, right then, with them. That
is not familiar to them. I hold out my hands like a Muslim does,
they hold out their hands, then | pray in the name of Jesus. | call
her by name, which is very powerful, she means something to
God. It is very powerful and very much appreciated.
IKS: Okay, I understand that you are modestly dressed, not
wearing makeup or jewellery, and are showing a genuine inter-
estin the women’s life, but your goal is still to evangelize them.
Doesn't the husband mind this going on?
JL: I talk about it freely so they know that | am going to church.
He relaxes immediately. He wants to know if | am a religious
woman and not someone who is going to take his wife down
a path towards Western living. It's all up front. They are happy
that this is a religious woman visiting who goes to church and
is a real Christian.
IKS: Does the husband not realize there is a risk that his wife
will become a Christian?
JL: That's not really entering his mind. It's very important to
show respect for the husband, and this is an area where a lot of
Christian women would struggle with — they have unconscious
bad attitudes toward Muslim men. If that is felt, and the hus-
band feels that you are going to talk badly about Muslim men,
he will get nervous. | always try to show respect to the man, that
is terribly important. I do nothing behind his back. I wouldn’t
take the woman to church or anything behind his back.
IKS: What happens if she does become a Christian, and he
hasn't yet?
JL: There is the understanding that as an adult, even as a
woman, she is free to choose here in the West. If she wants to
goto church and believe in Jesus, the average Muslim man here
in the West is not going to beat her up. But they are nervous if
you are trying to take their children. I've had numerous men
say that their wife wants to study the Bible. | ask the husband
if she can go to church with me. They know when you love
them. There’s a big difference between proselytizing and just
loving them and sharing Jesus with them.
IKS: When | hear media stories of Muslim wives or daughters
being pretty seriously controlled or punished if they step over
the line, it feeds into my idea that women aren‘t free in Islam.
JL: It depends on what you mean by free. There is a wrong per-
ception here in the West that Muslim women are all oppressed.
It has a lot to do with education. There are some women who
have more power in the household. The more education a
woman has, the freer she is — she knows her rights and operates
in the world. A woman who comes from a refugee camp and
the husband is lost and without work and doesn’t know where
he belongs — he might take it out on his wife. | wouldn’t say
the majority are oppressed. They are very beautiful people, so
warm and hospitable, and so drawn to the love of Jesus.
KS: Do Muslim women in Canada pay a price if they do
become a Christian?
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JL: Islam is the glue that holds them together. For them to
survive without that, it is just like a fish out of water. The
community that is offered in church is not the same as the
community offered in the Islamic world. Our community is
based on programs, you would plug into this and plug into
that. It’s not like you are just all part of each other. We offer a
Saviour, and He is worth more than any community.

But their sense of community is really beautiful, as long as
you toe the line. But as soon as you start to
think independently, if you shake things up
abit, the community can isolate you. When
these women come to Jesus, they have to
find another community. It is really tough.
We are all so busy in church, and we have
our own lives and friends. The church real-
ly needs to be aware of welcoming these
people and understand that leaving the
Muslim community is like an amputation.
IKS: That’s sad.

JL: It is sad. But most of them are really
drawn to older women. Here is a mother figure, an older
woman, someone who isn’t necessarily taking care of little kids.
They are grasping for someone who will be their community.
IKS: Can that happen?

JL: | haven’t seen that. What will happen is they will find a
particular family in the church who takes some interest in them,
but not necessarily the church community per se, because it is
very program-centred. But the important thing is they are drawn
to the Saviour and the Saviour will always be there for them.
IKS: Tell me about Western-raised women who marry a Mus-
lim man and convert?

JL: This often happens at the university age, and it’s most com-
mon for a young Christian girl who's not terribly grounded
in doctrine. She’s wooed by this guy who is good looking,
charming and he talks about God and about praying. When
these girls convert to Islam, they have no idea what is going to
happen to their children. Sometimes they are told they can be
Christian, but they don’t realize the children have to become
Muslim. Sometimes, when women do convert to Islam, they
can become the strongest adherents. Then Islamic associations
use them, on TV and so on, to be advocates. She becomes a
hero, and of course, that feels good.

IKS: I'm struck by the irony that modesty, plain dressing and
no makeup goes a long way to starta meaningful conversation
with Muslim women, when some of our most vocal Christian
TV evangelists, and even just ordinary Christian women, are
the exact opposite. Sometimes we have really big hair.

JL: For the Muslim that would give very mixed messages.
When they see our kind of televangelist with big hair and
makeup, they don’t get it at all. But in Western culture, we
don’t want [a Christian TV personality] to look like a prude.

2 he community

that is offered in church

is not the same as the

community offered in
the Islamic world

We want them to be “with it.”

I remember the day when | was about 40, | took my jewellery
and makeup, and threw them in the garbage. | sacrificed them so
| could get a better hearing with Muslim women. It wasn't easy
for me. | was fairly self-conscious. Right away, it made a huge
difference. Muslim women knew what | was set aside for.

Now, I'm 57, and the older you get for Muslims, the more
respect you will have and the greater hearing you will have. |
don’tdye my hair. Itidentifies my age, and
that is in my favour. In Western culture we
honour the person who is younger, but |
feel very free.

IKS: What can we learn from Muslim
women, from the Islamic community?
JL: It's a good question. The cultures are
so different. They are intensely interested
in people. They gather at the mosque and
there will be no program, they are just
there with their food. We go to a program,
sip tea, listen to a speaker, exchange a few
words and then go home. We are really into programs. They
are intensely interested in every marriage, death, sickness. They
feel responsible to each other. Hospitality is a given.

IKS: What can the ordinary Christian learn from you, someone
who has been doing this work for so many years?

JL: It has increased my faith level. When you pray for these
people, they often have very big needs — it stretches you in
faith. You witness miracles. You hear wonderful stories. | have
the most un-boring life, it's pure adventure. It has thrown me
upon God. Jesus means much more to me than ever before.
The Bible is much more powerful to me. I know it's the power
of God, and not just a book. My work has made me a little bit
of a misfit. But it's worth it.

The biggest thing | can say is that we have to take the initiative,
without that nothing will happen. It’s the one thing the Christian
woman doesn’t want to do, and it all hinges on that. Just like
Jesus came to us. And then not to try to invite them to church
right away: we Canadians invite people to church fairly soon,
and that would be the last thing to do. Christian women will be
very surprised, if they take initiative. They will have an incredible
opportunity. They will find that it is entirely possible to love her
and have a good friendship. Our life will be the richer for it.
KS: Thank you, Joy.

JOY LOEWEN of Winnipeg is the author of Woman to Woman:
Sharing Jesus With a Muslim Friend (Chosen, 2010).The
daughter of missionary parents, she has lived in Yemen,

Somalia, Ethiopia, Kenya, Pakistan and the United States.
She works with Arab World Ministries and writes

online at_joyloewen.blogspot.com.

KAREN STILLER of Port Perry, Ont., is

associate editor at Faith Today.
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Caring for the Poor

If Christians want to take action on God'’s
call to care for the poor, experts urge, more
of us need to go beyond generosity and
charity and also begin calling governments
to make systemic changes.

hen Prime Minister Stephen Harper announced
in January that the G8 and G20 meetings Can-
ada is hosting in June will focus on maternal
health and child mortality, his statement showed
he has been listening to his constituents.

World Vision and other organizations had been pushing the
Prime Minister’s Office for several months before the announce-
ment. “We've really been trying to work with them to make sure
they’re championing that,” says Caroline Riseboro, World Vision
Canada’s vice-president for public affairs.

The announcement “was a huge win for children living in pov-
erty,” she says, pointing out that 8.8 million children under the age
of five die each year due to poverty-related causes, most of them
easily preventable.

People of faith, including Christians, have always been leaders
in caring for the poor, building hospitals, starting schools, initi-
ating food programs, providing clean water, supporting micro-
enterprise projects and helping in a myriad of other compas-
sionate ministries.

But all the compassion in the world isn’t going to adequately
address what Geoff Tunnicliffe observes as a dramatically growing
imbalance between the poor and the rich. As director of the World
Evangelical Alliance, Tunnicliffe has travelled the globe, meeting
with government officials and others, urging them to take action on
the disparity that has plunged a billion people into chronic hunger.

What is needed now is change at the policy and structural lev-

What are the Millennium Development Goals?

Il 192 member states of the 3.

Promote gender equality and empower

By Debra Fieguth

els of governments, he says. Until recently, evangelical Christians
have been reluctant to engage politically to address policy issues
and unfair structures. That has to change, “and it’s beginning to
change,” says Tunnicliffe.

A major agent of change is Micah Challenge, an international
movement dedicated to equipping Christians to be engaged in
“high-impact advocacy,” particularly in relationship to the Mil-
lennium Development Goals (see sidebar below).

“What if the whole Christian community in Canada says pov-
erty isan important issue, even a voting issue?” asks Robyn Bright,
national co-ordinator for Micah Challenge Canada. To that end,
Micah Challenge holds workshops to train and encourage people
in effective advocacy.

To people whose idea of lobbying the government elicits im-
ages of angry marches or swarming Parliament Hill with plac-
ards, advocacy can be an intimidating idea. But it's much more
than that, says Bright. Letters to the editor, letters to Members of
Parliament, and meetings with MPs are all direct ways of getting
messages through.

“Micah Challenge is pretty overtly trying to name the com-
plexity of poverty issues,” comments Roy Berkenbosch, a theolo-
gian atThe King’s University College in Edmonton and a member
of the Micah Challenge board. Poverty is “often the result of
systemic injustice,” he notes. “People are often caught in multiple
kinds of broken systems.” More compassion and generosity aren’t
enough without systemic change.

light goals 4 and b.
Many of the measures needed
to reach those goals are simple and

United Nations and about two

women.

dozen international organiza- 4. Reduce child mortality.
tions agreed at a Millennium Summitin 5. Improve maternal health.
2000 to reach a set of eight goals by the 6. Combat HIV/AIDS, malaria and other
year 2015. diseases.
These are: 7. Ensure environmental sustainability.
8. Establish a global partnership for

1. Eradicate extreme poverty and hunger,
reducing poverty by half.
2. Achieve universal primary education.
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development.

This summer’s G8 meetings will high-

inexpensive, says World Vision Canada'’s
Caroline Riseboro. “Two-thirds of the
children [who are dying] could be saved
by interventions that cost pennies,” she
says, including inoculations and bed nets
to prevent malaria. Birth spacing, proper
nutrition and trained birth attendants will
also help. “Those are the things that are
truly life-saving.”



LIFE AND DEATH

Karen Hamilton speaks with a sense of ur-
gency when she talks about world poverty
and the complex web of issues surrounding
it. “This is life and death. It’s not abstract, nor
is it theoretical. It’s life and death.”

To the general secretary of the Canadian
Council of Churches, the call to act on be-
half of the world’s poor is obvious, both in
the Old Testament scriptures and in Jesus’
“crystal clear” statement in Matthew 25 that
when you care for “the least of these,” you
are doing it to the King. “When we are called
to account at the throne of God, we're going
to be called to account for this.”

Hamilton will chair the sixth annual
World Religions Summit when it meets in
Winnipeg June 21-23, just prior to the G8
meeting in Toronto. Leaders of all major
Christian groups in Canada will join senior
leaders of other faiths, from Canada and the
G8 nations, to formulate statements to give
to the government heads. The faith leaders
already agree on the need to address extreme
poverty, to care for creation and to invest in
peace. Those points “are fundamental to all
of our faith traditions,” Hamilton notes.

Tunnicliffe will also be at the summit. “I see
itas a place where we can find some common
ground with people of good will,” he says.

The religious leaders have a huge job ahead
of them if they are to convince the G8 nations
to ramp up their work on the MDGs. By the
G8 countries” own reckoning, they have only
met 51 per cent of their promises. “This is a
shocking number,” says Hamilton, who sug-
gests no parent would be satisfied if a teenager
came homewitha 51 per centaverage. “What
we're talking about here is people’s lives.
People’s lives are being lost at an alarming
rate because the G8 has not fulfilled its own
promises. Every three seconds a child dies un-
necessarily of a poverty-related cause. Every
30 seconds a child dies of malaria.”

WORLD VISION

GOD CARES

“Christians should care deeply about the poor because God cares
deeply about the poor,” Berkenbosch adds. He suggests Christians
often have a “faulty anthropology” that separates body and soul,
with the body considered less important than the soul. “The Bible
puts a lie to the faultiness of that thinking,” he says. Seeing Christ’s
death solely as a way of “securing our place in heaven” is a nar-
row reading of what happens on the cross, he says. “On the cross,

.

]
I. “‘?
—Christian ministries are

reducing child poverty
by emphasizing healthy
food choices and bet-

ter nutrition: Chronic
hunger affects a billion
people globally.

Jesus fulfils God's justice.” And God's justice “seeks to reconcile
all things to God.”

Liz John-West works with women who have addiction issues
and live on the streets of Edmonton. Through them, “I see the com-
plexity of poverty,” she says, “the marginalizing that happens, es-
pecially with women and children. | see the disempowerment that
happens.” The women on Edmonton’s streets have become a micro-
cosm, for her, of the poverty and injustice that haunt the world.
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“G8" refers to a group of eight developed nations, begun

in 1975, including the United Kingdom, the United States, France,

Italy, Germany, Japan, Canada, and Russia, which joined in 1997.
“G20"” includes the G8 countries as well as a balance of econom-

ically important nations representing different parts of the world.
Canada is hosting and chairing the annual G8 summit in Hunts-

ville, Ontario from June 25 to 27. Canada is hosting and co-chairing

(with Korea) the G20 meeting which follows inToronto. -DF

ACT:FAST is a national mobilization campaign aimed at
getting churches to take time to pray and to fast on three key
days in the coming months: June 25, the first day of the G8 meet-
ing; September 17, the day before the United Nations Millennium
Development Goals summit; and October 10, the Micah Chal-
lenge global day of action.

“We are encouraging churches to take time to pray on those
days for world leaders as they meet,” says Robyn Bright, “and to
fast together for those meetings and also in solidarity with those
one billion people who experience hunger””

As a visual representation of their commitment, Micah Chal-
lenge is asking people to put their handprints on papers and ban-
ners, on Facebook pages and other visible places and forward
them to Micah Challenge by October 10, 2010.

A handprint says several things, notes Bright.You raise your
hand to say “count me in” And five fingers represent the five
years left in the MDG timeline.

Micah Challenge campaigns all over the world are partici-
pating in the handprint project. “We're hoping to send hand-
prints to governments around the world, and say Christians
globally are involved.” -DF

That has compelled her to expand her view of meeting the
needs of the poor. “Every time | open the Bible, all | see is
God'’s heart for the marginalized, God'’s heart for the poor, God’s
heart for the voiceless,” she says. “I see God wanting us to be
there.”

Now chair of the Micah Challenge Canada board, John-West
is venturing beyond her own comfort zone to meet with polit-
icians and encourage others to do the same. “It’s okay not to know

What You Can Do

hen it comes to engaging the government, John

McKay has one main piece of advice. “I think

personal relationship is the beginning and the end,”
says the Liberal Member of Parliament for the Toronto riding of
Scarborough-Guildwood.

MPs are open to hearing from their constituents, he says.
Even if a personal meeting isn't possible, letters and phone
calls can get a message through.

When McKay sponsored a private member’s bill (C-293) on
better aid last year, representations from World Vision, Micah
Challenge, Mennonite Central Committee, The Evangelical Fellow-
ship of Canada and others boosted support for the bill. “Without
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all the answers and all the issues,” she points out. “We can still
meet with politicians and say ‘I care about this, about the fact that
we're not meeting the’ ” Millennium Development Goals.

The federal budget introduced by Finance minister Jim Flaherty
in March is yet another reminder that concerned Canadians have
their work cut out for them. While foreign aid is increased by
eight per cent, bringing the amount ($5 billion) to double the
level of 2001 when the Liberals were in power, the amount will
then be capped. Canada’s current contribution to foreign aid is
about 0.33 per cent of the annual budget, less than half the 0.7
per cent target set by the United Nations.

Karen Hamilton is adamant that believers can and must speak
out. “Have we flooded the Prime Minister’s office with letters since
then? Probably not.”

In a democracy, she points out, the population is obligated to par-
ticipate in decision-making and policy. “We just condemned people
to death. And death will happen because we said nothing.”

World Vision’s Caroline Riseboro urges Canadians to write to
their MPs asking them to continue to make child and maternal
health a priority, without cutting other foreign aid commitments.
“The message needs to be new money overall.”

Robyn Bright agrees that Canadian Christians and others can
be agents of change. Politicians “are tracking who they’re hear-
ing from,” she points out. “If they start hearing from thousands of
people, that can have an impact.”

Hamilton is hopeful that the voices of millions of people of faith
will make a difference. One need only look at World Vision’s ap-
parent influence on Harper’s decision to focus on child maternal
health. And remember the Jubilee 2000 campaign, the successful
worldwide movement, initiated by Christians, to get rich countries
to cancel the debts of the world’s poorest nations?

“This is the next Jubilee campaign.”

DEBRA FIEGUTH of Kingston, Ont.., is a senior writer
at Faith Today.

them it wouldn’t have happened,” he says, calling the bill’s pas-
sage a “classic example” of how the public can see something
move “from ground zero to royal assent.”

In the lead up to the World Religions Summit inWinnipeg,
Karen Hamilton suggests communities get together to host
interfaith dinners, inviting their MPs as guests. (For more on
how to do this, see www.faithchallengeg8.com.)

World Vision has an online petition posted on a special
website, www.fiveforb.ca, which is aimed at getting 8.8 million
people to call for a reduction in child poverty.

For more on what Micah Challenge is doing, visit www.
micahchallenge.ca (or www.micahchallenge.org for the

international site). Canada is just one of 40 countries with such
anti-poverty campaigns. -DF


http://www.faithchallengeg8.com
http://www.fivefor5.ca
http://www.micahchallenge.ca
http://www.micahchallenge.org
http://www.micahchallenge.ca
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Preparing Students
For Life and Ministry

EXPERIENCE THE BETHANY
DIFFERENCE
Bethany College

Bethany College is a community of dis-
ciples of Jesus Christ committed to live
and to serve to the glory of God. Within
this community, there is an intense focus
on God's Word, missions and learning to
follow Jesus in all areas of life.

At Bethany, friendship, ministry/serving
experiences and classroom learning are a
priority, and our students say these are the
top contributors to their spiritual growth.

Bethany students have opportunities
to serve and grow, equipping them for
the future through discipleship, athletics,
the arts and service learning. Hands-on
ministry and missions opportunities in
various areas of Canada and overseas

TYNDALE

University College

are provided to all students.
Through His transforming power, God

continually changes students’ perspectives,

sharpens their thinking, shapes hearts into
His image, awakens an awareness of gifts,
opens their eyes to the needs of the world
around them and inspires them to get in-
volved in sharing Christ's love.

Bethany's mission is to “Nurture
Disciples and Train Leaders to Serve.”
Come and join the Bethany family.
www.bethany.sk.ca

A LEARNING COMMUNITY
Briercrest College and Seminary

For 75 years, Briercrest College and
Seminary has been a learning commu-
nity where students come to establish a
relationship with Jesus Christ and build

tyndale.ca/future

Challenging academic programs ¢ Christ-centred community
Talented, caring faculty  Well-respected degree

Toronto’s Christian University

Home of Canada’s
Most Satisfied Students,

416.218.6757 | 1.877.TYNDALE

-
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as reported in Maclean’s Magazine. - = 0 n e 9
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a foundation for the future. Faculty and
students share a passion for learning to-
gether, for studying the Scriptures and for
preparing for lives of service. More than
20,000 students have walked our halls,
and now they're serving God in more than
80 countries around the world.

We're not your typical Bible college.
Though we're known for the quality of our
ministry preparation, we've also come to
value university-level studies. The combi-
nation of these disciplines is what makes
us distinct — Bible and theology, ministry
training, and arts and science are all essen-
tial components of our education. Several
certificate programs and Associate and
Bachelor of Arts degrees give our students
the tools they need to both succeed in the
workforce and change the world. Partner

www.rockymountaincollege.ca

/\ Rocky Mountain College
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ships with the University of Regina, the
Liniversity of Saskatchewan and the Sas-
katchewan Institute of Applied Science and
Technology allow our students to transfar
credits from Briercrest to these and many
other Canadian schools,

Visit wwwwbriarcrast.ca for more infor
rmation

TRAINING RELATIONALLY
Capernwray Harbour Bible Centre

Situated on Thetis Island, on BC's
heautiful west coast, Capermnwray Harbour
Bible Centre offers a one-year, practical,
in-depth Bible training program.

Knowing Jesus Christ as our risen
and indwelling Saviour, life and lord is
the common goal. Students of all ages,
denominational backagrounds and nation-
alities who are senicus in wanting to know
Christ are welcomed

The curriculum covers a majority of the
Old and Mew Testament books in the class-
roorm studies. Unigue learning tools, such
as discussion seminars, personal study
projects and joumnal summares, are all in-
corporated to help students work through

Make a Difference
Teaching Overseas...

ies International

mics to teach

y of disciplines an

In many couniries

Be a Witness of the
Good News in a
Secular Setting
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the deaper significance of God's revalation
of Christ as life in His written word,

The student body, of approximatehy
135, joins with the Capermwray Harbour
Staff Team to create a community intant

on knowing and serving Christ and fellow-

shipping together within that context,

Many outreach opportunities, baoth
locally and internationally, are available to
students throughout the year. In the past,
students have travelled to India, Japan,
Africa, Philippines, US4 and the province
of Quebec during the spring break to
share Christ’s love and life. A second year
of Bible training is also available,

Caparmwray Harbour trains men and
wormen relationally for “full-time Christian
service regardless of occupation”

Visit wwww capernwray.ca or call 885-
224-5681 to learn more, or apphy onling,

CHANGING THE SHAPE OF
EDUCATION
Carey Theological College

Carey Theological College recognizes
that the era has passed when all seminary
students moved to an unfamiliar city near

an established school before entering min-
istry. Mary churches are calling lay people
to fill the clergy ranks and are asking that
these folk be trained on the job. The return
to a localchurch focus is the reality in
which contemporary discipleship increas-
ingly takes place, and Carey is changing
the shape of education to better addrass
this shift in educational patterns. The local
presentation of contextualized and applied
learning, coupled with a sound academic
foundation, is the unique shape of theo-
logical education through Carey

Carey's WMaster of Divinity dearee is
a focused, 72-cradit hour program. The
24 courses are available through various
distributed leaming formats; 16 are online
and eight are by modular, intensive andfor
hybind means. This MDiv program is acces-
sible, practical and contaxtual. Clergy or
laypeople - choosing 1o study while they
are employed - should be sble to complete
the degree program in about four years.

Carey is taking applications for its
M Div, its classic Doctor of Ministry
degree, and its new Master of Arts in
Spiritual Formation program.

while daing

1: V&'re a seminary pu rtlnrr'full-.- L'rl‘ﬂarlng

university-based seminary.

Learn more. Visit www.macdiv.ca
or call 905-525-9140 x24401.

Imacdiv

LEADERSHIP throngh UNDERSTANDING™
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Melanie

Certificate of the Seminary

A classroom education is within your reach—even if
you work full-time. Briercrest College and Seminary
offers you Christian education in modular format:
five days of outstanding instruction from some of
the most well-respected scholars in biblical studies,
leadership, and ministry today.

Come for a week and enrich your ministry. Come for a
few more and be on your way to a graduate degree.

A lot can happen in five days.

BRIERCREST

COLLEGE - SEMINARY

2

Five days of learning. A lifetime of application.
Call 1-800-667-5199 or visit www.briercrest.ca for more information.


http://www.briercrest.ca

For more information visit www.
careycentre.com or call 604-224-4308.

INNOVATIVE BIBLETRAINING
CHAKAM School of the Bible

CHAKAM School of the Bible, now in
its eight year, is an innovative Bible train-
ing centre with campuses in Regina and
Prince Albert, Sask., Lima and Barranca,
Peru, and campuses under development
in Kampala and Busia, Uganda.

CHAKAM is registered as a private voca-
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tional school with Saskatchewan Advanced
Education, Employment and Labour, and a
number of its training programs have been
designated under the integrated Saskatch-
ewan/Canada Student Loan Program.
Current course offerings include: Bibli-
cal Studies Certificate (1 year), Biblical
Studies Diploma (2 years), First Nations
Biblical Counselling Specialist Diploma (52
consecutive weeks) and a Theology of Work
Certificate (under development). The latter
(TOW-Market Ministry) will be offered only

COLUMBIA BIBLE COLLEGE

1-800-283-0881 www.columbiabc.edu

W

e

{ Acadia }

CANADA's MosT

[NNOVATIVE

& AFFORDABLE

Doctor of MINISTRY PROGRAM

A lot has changed since you went to seminary! It’s time to

retool and be refreshed for the next leg of your leadership journey.

Explore Acadia - Canada’s Evangelical, university-based D.Min.

For more information, visit:
http://adc.acadiau.ca/dmin
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at our Prince Albert and Peru campuses.

Training can be accessed full-time on
campus or through distance education
(correspondence mode).

As our main campus is situated in
Prince Albert, gateway to the North,
many of our training programs have a
"First Nations flavour.” CHAKAM is cur
rently also involved in some major inter-
national development projects in Peru
and Southern Sudan.

CHAKAM is affiliated with Open Bible
Faith Fellowship of Canada (OBFF.com)
and Life Builders Network in Regina.

More information can be obtained at
our web site: www.worldoutreach.ca.

OPPORTUNITIES OVERSEAS
Christian Studies International
Christian Studies International (CSI) pro-
vides opportunities for Christian academics
to teach overseas in public universities and
colleges. CSl is the Canadian affiliate of the
International Institute for Christian Stud-
ies (IICS), based in Overland Park, Kansas.
Together, these two organizations have
placed dozens of Christian faculty members

X i
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at post-secondary institutions in developing
and former communist countries, where
they are able to provide students with an
education that is rooted in a Christian world-
view. Currently, openings exist in many
countries and in a variety of disciplines.

CSlI professors make a tremendous dif-
ference in the lives of hundreds of students
overseas. Professors teaching with CSI
must raise some of their own support for
travel as well as partial salary. Often, the
host university provides some salary, hous-
ing and other amenities. CSI will assist the
professors in raising the necessary funds
from churches, friends and supporters.
Donations for this purpose are channelled
through CSI, which provides tax receipts.

People with the appropriate academic
qualifications who are interested in mak-
ing use of this opportunity to bring the
good news of the gospel in places where
this may seldom be heard should consult
the CSI web site at www.christianstud-
iesinternational.ca or contact CSI at
csidesk@telus.net.

BROADENING YOUR HORIZONS
Columbia Bible College

Broaden your concept of education.
Welcome to a place where seasoned
professors prefer for you to call them by
their first names and their office doors are
always open for conversation. A whole
community built around deepening your
faith, enlightening both mind and soul, and
ultimately equipping you to live up to the
full potential of who God created you to be
— this is learning at Columbia Bible College.
Broaden your experience of community.
Develop life-long relationships, deepen your
faith and discover who you are. Resident
and commuter life opportunities abound.

Broaden your definition of worship.
Columbia is a place for students who see
opportunities for ministry and worship not
only in church on Sunday but all around
us in everyday life. You may find yourself
shooting photos for the yearbook or
shooting hoops for the Bearcats. Besides
developing your skills and making life-long
memories, you're cultivating a personal
style of ministry and worship that will
equip you far beyond your time at CBC.

Visit our campus; check out our web
site at www.columbiabc.edu; or contact

Challenging Mind and Spirit

Live in a small, welcoming community while
you study at the world class University of Waterloo.
oose from 300 undergrad programs; graduate program in
Theological Studies.

For more info: 519-885-0220 x24264 or infocguc@uwaterloo.ca

2,

) Conrad Grebel
grebel.uwaterloo.ca

University College

ATERLOO

SUMMER PROGRAM

il -

S*MAY-JULY, 2010

COME RELAX, CONNECT AND LEARN AT REGENT’S
SUMMER PROGRAMS.

RELAX while you learn, combining study with a holiday in beautiful Vancouver.

Start with the Pastors’ Conference, “Wonder and Devotion: Bringing
Science and Faith Together for the Church” being offered in conjunction
with the Templeton Grant awarded to Regent College. Leading scientists
and theologians will bring a fresh approach to this important topic.

Stay for the Pastors’ Institute, courses specially for church leaders.

CONNECT with others who are hungry for God, who want solid scholarship and
thoughtful answers.
LEARN from scholars like Marva Dawn, Alan Jacobs, James K.A. Smith,
Jeremy Begbie, Bruce Waltke, and 39 others.

Regent
College

AN INTERNATIONAL
GRADUATE SCHOOL
OF CHRISTIAN STUDIES

Contact us for a brochure
www.regent-college.edu/faith
Toll tree —1.800.663.866
Vancouver, Canada
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Ministry Training Within Your Reach

PROVIDENCE

Pastoral Track
Counselling Track

Master of Divinity {Professional)
Biblical Languages Track
English Bible Track

Pastoral Counselling Track
Pentecostal Studies Track
Master of Divinity (Honours)
M.Div/M.A. Combined (4-year)

Counselling

Educational Studies

Educational Ministries Major
TESOL Major

TTESOL Major

Student Development Major
Counselling Psychology

Global Studies

Master of Arts (Theological Studies)
Master of Arts (Christian Studies)

Theological Studies
TESGL

TTESOL

Cross-Cultural Discipleship
Youth Ministry

Children's Ministry

providenceseminary.ca

1.800.668.7768 ‘ info@prov.ca
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us at 800-283-0881 or admissions@ who are studying for personal enrichment,
columbiabc.edu. Columbia is preparing involved in church ministry or other religious
people for a life of discipleship, service vocations, or preparing for further gradu-

and ministry. ate studies. The three program options are S u ],‘]_.l 1‘]_.1 ]_ t

pacific college

coursework, applied studies or thesis.

UNIQUE MENNONITE Christina Edmiston, an applied studies
THEOLOGICAL PARTNERSHIP student, appreciates that the TS program
Conrad Grebel University College brings students from various academic
On April 11, Conrad Grebel University disciplines and professions together to
College recognized 12 graduates from explore theology and theological vocations.
its Master of Theological Studies (MTS) Christina is also grateful that she is able to
program. These graduates will formally study full-time thanks to “the college’s gen-
receive their degrees at the University of erous scholarships for full-time students.”
Waterloo convocation in June. This part- Visit grebel.uwaterloo.ca.
nership between a Mennonite college and
a public university is unigue in Canada. BEST LITTLE UNIVERSITY
Theological Studies (TS) is a two-year IN CANADA
graduate program that focuses on the The King’s University College
study of Christianity from an Anabaptist- Everyone wants an exceptional univer
Mennonite perspective within an ecu- sity experience. At The King's University
menical and interreligious context. The College in Edmonton, we've got what it |
program reflects the college’s distinctive takes to give you the kind of education
teaching and research in the humanities that will prepare you for life, inspire you 1
and social sciences, especially biblical to serve and help you discover what your a
studies, history, music, peace and conflict  faith has to say about your career. X
studies, religious studies and theology. The Globe and Mail Canadian Univer-
The program is designed for students sity Report 2010 gave King's an A+ rating

= l : P ] ’ / i Quality of
E I Education, Teaching, &
Student Satisfaction

U |\ | IVE RS ITY Canadian University
Report 2010

COLLEGE

Prepare to be inspired

A King's university education means you'll graduate
with a nationally recognized degree from an
institution known for excellent professors

and personalized instruction.

Your learning will take place in an authentic,
faith-shaped community that will challenge your
perceptions of the world, and your place in it.

Discover the difference it makes to study
where your faith is encouraged!

admissions@kingsu.ca
1.800.661.8582
Edmonton, AB

UNIVERSITY DEGREES
Arts ® Science ® Commerce ® Music ® Education
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for its “Quality of Education,” “Over-all
Student Satisfaction” and “Teaching” and
top grades in almost every other catego-
ry. Macleans magazine has recently con-
firmed these results in its annual study of
undergraduates.

King's offers fully accredited bachelor’s
degrees in the arts, humanities, music,
social sciences, natural sciences and
commerce/management, as well as a
Bachelor of Education after-degree. It of-
fers a top-quality educational experience
that transforms its students and provides
what they need for a lifetime of meaning-

ful employment — whatever their vocation.

King's currently serves almost 700
students from across Canada and abroad,
representing more than 16 nations. Fac-
ulty are committed to communicating a
Christian perspective in their teaching
and are focused on academic excellence.
King's is the best little university in Can-
ada, and students enjoy being mentored
one on one and studying with professors
who are easily accessible.

Web site: www.kingsu.ca
Email: admissions@kingsu.ca
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Phone: 780-465-8334
Toll Free: 800-661-8582

BEST PREPARATION
McMaster Divinity College

McMaster Divinity College is an
evangelical, accredited seminary offering
graduate-level degrees in theological, bib-
lical and ministry studies. We believe that
ministry in the 21st century — whether
pastoral ministry, chaplaincy, religious
education, scholar-teacher or any num-
ber of other ministries — will become
increasingly complex and diverse, and will
require that those called by God have the
best preparation possible. This is accom-
plished through McMaster Divinity's MTS,
MDiv, MA and PhD programs.

As a graduate professional school com-
prising evangelical faculty who are dedicat-
ed to helping prepare people for Christian
leadership, McMaster will encourage you to
e acquire excellence in academic studies
® achieve competence in leadership
e develop essential disciplines of worship
and devotion
e grow toward spiritual maturity, authen-

Cﬁe ‘_I‘healag

ticity and sensitivity in relationships with
God in Christ and with other persons

e enthusiastically present the gospel in a
contemporary culture

This is our mission, purpose and pas-
sion.

Contact us today at www.macdiv.ca
or 905-525-9140 to discover what makes
McMaster Divinity College your best
choice for evangelical, university-based
seminary education.

TRAINING EFFECTIVE WORKERS
Prairie

Prairie Bible College began in 1922 and
specializes in training effective workers for
churches and other Christian ministries.
We offer accredited four-year Bachelor of
Arts programs in a variety of areas, includ-
ing ministry, theology, intercultural studies
and worship. Prairie also offers several
foundational one- and two-year programs.

In 2006, Prairie opened the first col-
lege in Canada offering practical two-year
programs deliberately integrating Bible
and ministry education. With programs in
health care, human services and business

Carey now offers a Master

of Divinity degree program

that is:

. practical
accessib.

sSsiona

Visit our website and start

your application today.

ical College
www.careycentre.com
info@careycentre.com

5920 lona Drive

Vancouver, BC

60L4.22L.4,308
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administration, Prairie College of Applied
Arts and Technology (PCAAT) has created
even more options for students to pursue
valuable careers and ministry opportunities.
Mission teams from PCAAT go to India,
Mozambigue and Guatemala, and a trip to
the Philippines is currently being planned.

Prairie has been providing commercial
aviation training for more than 15 years. In
a recent audit, Transport Canada indicated
that our students scored higher on their
flight tests and written exams than other
students from across the nation. With close
to 50 students, a fleet of seven aircraft
and close ties to several mission aviation
agencies, Prairie School of Mission Aviation
is well equipped to train pilots for service
here at home and around the world.

Find out more at www.prairie.edu.

PASSIONTO EQUIP
Providence Theological Seminary

At Providence Theological Seminary our
passion is to equip students with knowl-
edge and character for leadership and
service. The Church in Canada is desperate
for leaders, and the need for Christians to

Chakam School of the

(Campuses in Prince Albert,
Regina, Lima-Peru, Barranca-Peru,
and under development
in Uganda)

FALL SEMESTER OFFERINGS

e  Biblical Studies Certificate (one
year)

e  Biblical Studies Diploma (two
years)

e First Nations Biblical Counselling
Specialist Diploma (52
consecutive weeks)

e  Theology of Work (Market Place
Ministry) — currently under
development

e On-campus programs or by
distance (correspondence mode)

FOR MORE INFORMATION
WWW.WORLDOUTREACH.CA
Tel/Fax: 306-922-0100
E-mail : campus@inet2000.com
1026 First Avenue West

Prince Albert - Saskatchewan -
S6V 4Y4 - Canada
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answer the call is undeniable. Whether you
have always known you would serve in the
Church, or if you are just discovering God's
purpose for your life, you can serve people
by serving God through the Church.

Providence provides the foundational
theory, theology and vocational training you
need to lead and serve people in your com-
munity and around the world. Providence's
supportive leadership, diverse community
and solid biblical teaching create an en-
vironment that encourages growth and
inspires excellence.

Providence Theological Seminary is an
evangelical, interdenominational school
that trains people for church, parachurch
and humanitarian ministries in the areas of
counselling, education, global studies, Bible
and theology, TESOL (Teaching English to
Speakers of Other Languages) and pastoral
ministry. It offers ATS-accredited graduate

degrees at master's and doctoral levels.
Providence graduates serve in all parts

of the world and have gone on to various

prestigious advanced-degree programs

in Canada and abroad. The seminary is

part of the larger Providence College and
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COLLEGE
www.bethany.sk.ca |

More than you thought...

What is an appropriate response
to hunger, shortage of clean
water, lack of adequate health
care, and to reaching the lost
- either at home or somewhere
else in the world?

For over 85 years Prairie has
been teaching students how to
answer difficult questions and
find solutions for a broken world.
With three unique colleges
sharing one campus, there are
now even more opportunities
that enable students to impact
the world for Jesus Christ.

e Intercultural Studies
e Pastoral Ministry
* Youth Ministry
* Worship & Ministry
* Theology
* Explore
(Wilderness & Leadership)
¢ Discover
(Intercultural Leadership)
e Certificate in Bible
* Mission Aviation
e Practical Nurse
* Emergency Medical Services
e Early Learning & Childcare
e Business Administration

Find out what you have been missing.

Call 1.800.661.2425
or visit www.prairie.edu

N2
PRAIRIE

Building a passionate Body of Christ
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Seminary family, a learning community of
more than 500 students, located in Otter
burne, Manitoba, Canada. Website: www.
providenceseminary.ca. Tel: 800-668-7768.

AN INTENTIONAL CULTURE
Redeemer University College

“You reap what you sow,” goes the
saying. And at Redeemer University Col-
lege, we've been working hard to create
a culture that is intentional about serving
students. So we were pleased when our
students gave Redeemer an A+ in Overall
Student Satisfaction, one of several great
scores Redeemer received in the 2010
Globe and Mail Canadian University Report.

At Redeemer, you will find a Christian
academic community that encourages
you to integrate your faith into every
aspect of your life. You can choose from
more than 70 majors and minors as
you earn a Bachelor of Arts, Science or
Education. Along the way, you will find
professors who are committed to helping
you discover who God created you to be.

Outside the classroom, you will dis-
cover a campus focused on building a vi-

Education |1 Advertising Feature

brant community through varsity sports,
student activities, service projects and a
unique residence system.

You are invited to visit our campus to
experience Redeemer for yourself. Take
a tour, chat with a professor, learn about
financial assistance and interact with cur
rent students to get a glimpse of what
being a Redeemer student is all about.
Schedule your visit or begin your applica-
tion online at www.redeemer.ca.

CHRISTIAN STUDIES
WITH A DIFFERENCE
Regent College

Regent College is an international
graduate school of Christian studies with
a difference. Believing that scripture holds
truth for every aspect of life, Regent
educates artists, business people, health
workers, teachers, pastors and parachurch
workers to think biblically about life, work
and relationships. With students drawn
from six continents, more than 20 de-
nominations, a wide variety of vocations
and different stages of life, Regent is an
incredibly diverse learning community.

REDEEMER

A CHRISTIAN UNIVERSITY

(SCOLLET aLLTHINGS IN HIM

Blessed by God with a talented faculty,
Regent College has become a leading theo-
logical school in North America. Renowned
for its academic excellence, for its atten-
tion to the whole person and to the whole
people of God, Regent College cultivates
intelligent, vigorous and joyful commitment
to Jesus Christ, His Church and His world.

Regent is a great choice for an academ-
ic, business or ministry sabbatical, a place
in which to grow and learn more about
your life and vocation under God, a place
to form transformational relationships, a
place to stretch your mind and refresh your
spirit. Consider beginning your Regent
experience by taking a summer course this
year. Join us as, together, faculty students
and staff of Regent College commit to
pursuing the integration of heart, mind and
hands that makes for a dynamic and win-
some Christian witness.

Visit www.regent-college.edu.

DEVELOPING CHRISTIAN
LEADERS
Rocky Mountain College

Rocky Mountain College (RMC) is a

Find your calling at Redeemer University College, where
you can choose from more than 70 different majors and
minors as you earn a bachelor’s degree in Arts, Science
or Education degree.

Our professors are committed to helping you discover your destiny,
and our vibrant Christian academic community will encourage you il

to integrate your faith into every aspect of life.

Learn more by visiting redeemer.ca or scheduling a campus visit.

777 Garner Road East, Ancaster, ON LIK 1J4
T. 905.648.2131 | E 905.648.2134 | 1.877.779.0913
www.redeemer.ca

REDEEMER

UNIVERSITY COLLEGE
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private, accredited, multi-denominational

EDMONTON, ALBERTA

VA N G UA R D Check out our many scholarships
c O L L E G E

Christian college located in northwest
Calgary. RMC offers certificates, diplomas
and bachelor’s degrees for the purpose of
developing Christian leaders by focusing on
spiritual formation, academic excellence and
practical ministry experiences. RMC exists
to develop students who will be effective
agents of spiritual, moral and social transfor
mation everywhere for the glory of God.
Students at RMC can choose to take
a one-year EDGE certificate, a two-year
diploma in Theatre Arts or a fouryear ap-
plied Bachelor of Arts degree. They have
the opportunity to be involved in athletics,
music and mission trips while pursuing .
their education. At its core RMC believes | DEVELOPING INNOVATIVE SPIRIT-FILLED LEADERS
that Christian leadership rides on Chris-
tian character, and it seeks to develop that affordable

inner core in all programs offered.
pros «#vYOU can

We believe that who you are is more

important than what you do. ° =
Visit www.rockymountaincollege.ca. J u St I t .

MORE THAN AVERAGE
Summit Pacific College

Sometimes you know exactly what
your next step is — you have a strong
sense of what God is calling you to do —
and sometimes you don't. Whatever step A The significance of one
you're at, Summit Pacific College (SPC)
is a place where you can get closer to
discovering your calling, preparing for your
future and influencing the world.

Study in a vibrant learning community Ll N mentor
with Christ-centred classes and faculty ; 3 community

www.vanguardcollege.com/affordable

www.vanguardcollege.com | info@vanguardcollege.com | toll-free : 1-866-222-0808

purpose
commitment

opportunity

who actively invest in students’ lives. Live - - ViU
with young people who are serious about '
developing their gifts and serving their
communities. Worship in weekly chapel
services with a dynamic body of believ-
ers. And finally, apply your learning and

hope

decision

influence your community through weekly The decision to pursue graduate
- di hi L. theological education is a response
ministry and internship opportunities. 10 the call of God.

Summit offers a BA in religion with
a variety of majors to equip you to influ-
ence your world. Students can also earn Apply Now.
a BA in general studies through Trinity
Western University, with courses taught

by university professors on the Summit TYNDALE

campus.

Canada’s Leading Seminary

Seminary

If you're looking for one year of dis-
cipleship, check out OMEGA Global. This tyndale.ca/seminary
one-year certificate is all about biblical 416.218.6757 | 1.877 TYNDALE

foundations, mentoring, team-building
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and hands-on ministry experience — and
at the end of the year, the team travels
oversees for several weeks of life-chang-
ing global outreach.

Interested in more than just an aver
age classroom education? Visit www.
summitpacific.ca for more information!

THE BISSELL FAMILY
Tyndale University College and
Seminary

The Bissell family has studied to-

gether at Tyndale University College
and Seminary over the past 10 years.

It started with Scott, the father, who
began a Master of Divinity program af-
ter returning from the mission field. He
once took along his son Joshua, who
realized for the first time that a healthy
Christian community could be found
outside the church. So, when Joshua
wanted to study philosophy, he chose a
Bachelor of Arts at Tyndale, following his
mother Melodie's advice to study with

@ An ethical alternative for your
place of worship, care home,
school, or charity.

ECCLESIASTICAL

INSHEAMEL POU CAN BLLILWE IN

Discover how our specialty products and
services can benefit your organization. With
regional offices in Vancouver, Calgary, Toronto
and Halifax, we are always on hand to provide
you with peace of mind. Ask your broker, or
contact a regional office near you by visiting

us at www.ecclesiastical.ca.

A specialty insurer owned by a charitable trust.

RBC DOMINION SECURITIES

Let our values guide your investments

Get an expert second opinion on your investments

Gain peace of mind amidst today’s volatile market
conditions. Investment Advisor Ed Clayson offers an
objective, no-obligation second opinion service that is
based on Trust, Confidence and Integrity.

Find out how Ed can help you reduce investment risk and
get your portfolio back on track. Call Ed today.

Contact Ed Clayson to start building
and protecting your family’s wealth

Ed Clayson, CIM, B.Sc. (Agr)
Investment Advisor &
Associate Portfolio Manager

1-800-461-0924 - 519-822-2807
ed.clayson@rbc.com

Professional Wealth Management Since 1901

RBC Dominion Securities Inc.* and Royal Bank of Canada are separate corporate entities which are affiliated. *Member CIPF.
®Registered trademark of Royal Bank of Canada. Used under licence. RBC Dominion Securities is a registered trademark of
Royal Bank of Canada. Used under licence. ©Copyright 2009. All rights reserved.

RBC
% Dominion
RBCJ, Securities
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professors of the same faith.

When Scott graduated in 2005, Mel-
odie decided she would start an MDiv
In-Ministry program.

Joshua'’s sister, Courtney, had her
heart set on another school; she was not
going to be seen as part of a weird fam-
ily studying together, and she constantly
clashed with her brother. God intervened
and put on her heart to study at Tyndale
University to grow her faith, so she
obeyed and started a BA. in Human Ser-
vices — Early Childhood Education.

At Tyndale, God healed Courtney’s
relationship with her brother. This year
Joshua and Melodie are graduating, and
Joshua will begin Tyndale’s Bachelor of
Education in the next year.

Visit www.tyndale.ca/seminary.

FEEL IT FORYOURSELF
Vanguard College

With so many factors to consider in
choosing a school — price, programs,
accreditation, housing — we sometimes
forget to investigate for ourselves the
school’s atmosphere. Do you know what
the spiritual life of the school is like?
What part does chapel play in the life
of the student body? What is the style
of worship? How about the students
themselves — are they friendly? How do
current students feel about the school?
These questions are not easily answered
by brochures and web sites; it's some-
thing you have to experience for yourself.

We are convinced that with just one
visit to our campus, you will feel it for
yourself: God moving in chapels and
class times, worship that is modern and
free, and a body of students that will
welcome you as part of a family. Offering
degrees, diplomas and certificates, Van-
guard College is dedicated to developing
innovative spirit-filled leaders. Whether
your passion is children or youth, mis-
sions or pastoral ministry, TESOL or
worship studies, we have a program to
prepare you for ministry in an accredited,
affordable and Spirit-filled environment.

Come feel it for yourself here at Van-
guard College.

12140-103rd Street, Edmonton, AB
T5G 2J9. Tel.: 866-222-0808. Web site:
www.vanguardcollege.com. Bl
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movement

GLOBAL COMNVERSATIOMN

gram, there are now 214 million international migrants
— people living outside their country of birth.

Though Canadian history recalls a mass migration of
European immigrants in the 18th and 19th centuries, it
was not until the 20th and 21st centuries that Canada
widely opened its doors to diasporas from Asia, Africa

and Latin America.

Migration trends for Canada indicate a continued ac-
celeration of immigration. Case in point, by December
2008 Citizenship and Immigration Canada estimated
that our country had

ahead to the Lausanne Congress on
World Evangelization this October in
Cape Town, South Africa.

s | wait to fly out to Oxford, England from To-

ronto’s Pearson International Airport this after- ¢ broughtin atotal of 302,303 foreign workers as tem-
noon, | am assured that we will take off just as porary migrant workers;
the world’s largest passenger aircraft approaches the ¢ granted initial entry to 233,971 foreign students;
runway to land. It's an Airbus A380 coming from Dubai e welcomed 27,956 refugees; and
(Emirates Flight 241) carrying up to 853 passengers. | ¢ granted 236,758 people permission to make Canada

may be leaving, but more people are coming!
That'’s entirely appropriate, since | am going to at-
tend the launch of an initiative at the Oxford Centre

their home as permanent immigrants. For these, the
top source countries were China, India, Philippines,
United States, Pakistan, the United Kingdom, Iran

More on Diaspora:

e | ausanne Diasporas website:
http://gatheredscattered.com/
press

e Film (at public libraries): Walk
a Mile by the National Film
Board of Canada

e Book: Calculated Kindness:
Global Restructuring, Im-
migration and Settlement in
Canada. Rose Baaba Folson,
ed. (Fernwood, 2009).

for Mission Studies, focused
on people on the move — spe-
cifically, international mass
migration or “diasporas.”
You are probably already
aware there are people coming
from every part of the world to
the city nearest you. There are
thousands in Canada, and they
keep on coming. Some may be
studying in a school near you,
drinking coffee at a café, serv-
ing meals at a neighbourhood
restaurant, playing with their

kids in a playground or jogging around a local park. They
may even be living next door to you.

This unprecedented movement of people has clearly
set a global trend for the 21st century. Caused by mul-
tiple factors both voluntary and involuntary, diaspora
is a complex issue that is changing world demography,
economies, cultures and societies. (Voluntary factors can
include education, employment, financial advancement
and family reunification. Involuntary factors include nat-
ural disasters, war and human trafficking.)

According to the United Nations Development Pro-

and South Korea.

Evidently, a multitude of people representing all col-
ours, languages, states and cultures are coming to Can-
ada. Canada’s multi-ethnic and multicultural society can
boggle the imagination. Immigrants are literally changing
our idea of what a Canadian looks like. According to
Statistics Canada, within three decades about a third of
Canada’s population —that would be 14.4 million people
— will be a visible minority (a non-European).

Furthermore, StatCan predicts that by 2017 about half
of the population of Toronto and Vancouver will be vis-
ible minorities. Imagine in 10 years what a “Canadian”
and a Canadian city will look like.

Economist Kenichi Ohmae coined the term “border-
less world” in 1990 to describe how institutions that
operate globally are no longer fixed to a specific place.
For Christians interested in sharing their faith, the term
“borderless world” also illustrates the fluidity of migra-
tion at a time when advanced technology is facilitat-
ing travel and communication at mind-boggling speed.
Christian scholars and church planters are monitoring
and analyzing the international migration patterns and
their implications for the Church’s mission.

A growing number are realizing the importance of
migration. As the late Ralph Winter wrote in 2003 (in
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“Finishing the Task: The Unreached
Peoples Challenge”): “As history un-
folds and global migration increases,
more and more people groups are being
dispersed throughout the entire globe.”
However, he went on to write, “Not
many agencies take note of the strategic
value of reaching the more accessible
fragments of these ‘global peoples.””

Thankfully, church planters and other
church leaders and scholars are begin-
ning to appreciate the diaspora-led
transformations taking place in metro-
politan cities. Scholar and former mis-
sionary Andrew Walls seems prophetic
in his description of the new reality (in
a presentation he made in January 2010
entitled “The Future of Missiology: Mis-
siology asVocation”). In recent decades,
he writes,

another people movement began, as
thousands upon thousands from Af
rica and Asia and Latin America came
to Europe and North America. All the
evidence suggests that this process
will continue for the foreseeable fu-
ture.... It has brought Latin America to
North America with immense force. It
has made Hinduism and Sikhism and
Islam into Western religions, and it has
brought vast numbers of Christians of
non-Western origin, to Europe and
North America, often bringing with
them expressions of Christian faith
and practice new to the host societies
in the West.

Could it be that as Christians — both
“moving” and “receiving” — partner to
reach diasporas, a ripple effect is cre-
ated? Could it be that diaspora missions
are a new way to bring the whole gos-
pel to the whole world? This potential
diaspora missions force will be further
explored at the upcoming Lausanne
Congress Ill in Cape Town, South Africa
from October 16 to 25, 2010.

In December 2008, my wife and |
gave our apartment complex neighbours
a copy of The Jesus Film for Christmas. It
was a pleasant experience with most of

our neighbours politely taking our gift,
but relatively uneventful. Then in April
2009, we responded to a knock on our
door to find Alyonna — an elderly neigh-
bour who had emigrated from Ukraine.
She was asking for more information
about Jesus Christ, so we complied.
Then she requested more DVDs to give
to her loved ones during a trip back to her
homeland. Alyonna wanted to share Jesus
Christ with her relatives back home!
This scene is being replicated through-
out Canada’s cities as diaspora people
reach diaspora people. Now, more than
ever, migrants can hear the Good News
in a “receiving” city such as Toronto, then
communicate this same Good News
across borders — not fixed to a specific
place! We rejoice that as we share our
testimonies with new Canadians, the
Good News of Jesus Christ travels to
loved ones across the seas, even by deci-
bels on a phone and pixels in a box.

Now back to that giant Airbus A380.
Just imagine this: Pearson International
Airport receives three packed Emirates
241 flights per week. Simple math indi-
cates: 853 passengers x 3 flights per week
x 52 weeks per year =133,068 passen-
gers per year on Emirates 241 alone!
Most of the passengers are coming from
the Gulf region. Do we have a strategy to
reach these people coming into our cities
who are tourists, workers, international
students and new immigrants? These are
the very people our missions agencies
are trying to reach “over there.”

We have to get ready. The people are
coming!

SADIRI JOY TIRA of Toronto is the senior
associate for diasporas for the Lausanne
Congress on World Evangelization, the

global ministries diaspora specialist for the
Christian and Missionary Alliance in Canada,
and the international co-ordinator for the
Filipino International Network. Join the global
conversation leading up to Cape Town 2010

at www.lausanne.org/conversation.
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Youth teaching child, one on one, during
children’s outreach ministries.

BY CHARLENE DE HAAN
)

A

3ridletown Parlt Church,
Starborough, Ont.%
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When you pursue God in your neighbourhood, “the lines blur between neighbour-
hood and church ministry,” explains pastor Trevor Seath. He encourages congregants
to stand out in a world of casual associations and apathy, to live out a radical commit-
ment to Jesus and to help one another apply biblical principles to everyday life.

revor Seath is now lead pastor at Bridletowne Park

(Associated Gospel) Church in northeast Toronto.

When he started attending Bridletowne in 1992, he

saw itas an aging building servicing a commuter con-
gregation. While attending nearby Tyndale Seminary in the
late 1990s, Seath interned at Bridletowne and learned more
about the congregation and the growing ethnic diversity in
its neighbourhood.

Just as the congregation affirmed that its building was
an “important plank” in its history, Seath graduated with
his MDiv in counselling and accepted full-time pastoral re-
sponsibilities. He encouraged the congregation to maximize
the potential for community impact by focusing on contacts
within one kilometre of the building, many of them mainland
Chinese and Tamil Sri Lankan.

Then in 2004 Guy Freeman came on board as commun-
ity pastor through a partnership with Toronto City Mission,

making Bridletowne’s presence more visible and therefore
credible in the neighbourhood.

Seath agrees that it's tempting for churchgoers to enjoy only
established relationships. However, his driving energy and en-
thusiasm encourages the congregation to look for new friends
in the neighbourhood and, no matter what the starting point,
invite them on a lifelong journey with Jesus.

“By His grace, God comes close to us so that we can bless
others,” says Seath.

Freeman has been chair of the local school parent council
since 2005. An afternoon recreation program started first in
the school gym. Soon one-on-one tutoring developed, with
the school screening “kids in the gap” and referring them to
the church. One-third of the volunteer tutors come from the
church; one-third are other Christians in the neighbourhood;

MAY / JUNE 2010 1 FaithToday /47



and one-third are others from the com-
munity.

“Volunteering can be an evangelistic
invitation,” says Seath.

In the summer, Bridletowne Park Church
(www.bridletowne.com) offers a seven-
week day-camp. The local school helps ad-
vertise the camp, which maxes outaround
60 kids per week. Registration fees are low
thanks to government subsidies plus a child
sponsorship program that draws donations
from churchgoers. Ninety per cent of the
kids come from the community; 30 per
cent attend the full summer program. The
Leaders-in-Training program now inten-
tionally disciples young leaders.

“It's a key opportunity to touch the
whole family,” explains Freeman.

This spring, the church began to offer an
after-school Music Experience, the brain-
child of a woman within the congregation.
Community children can take lessons in
guitar, cello, saxophone, clarinet and re-
corder in addition to singing in Mandarin
and English choirs. Costs are minimal in
order to fulfill the primary goal of building
relationships with families.

The church also hosts an English as a
Second Language (ESL) program, which
recently added an employment mentoring
program. This initiative accepts two cohorts
a year for 12 weeks each, counselling
about 11 people per class. All discover the
program by referral; most are highly quali-
fied professionals in their home country.
Toronto City Mission helped broker a part-

nership with a nearby HSBC bank, provid-
ing opportunities for mock interviews with
personal evaluation before the real thing.
Bridletowne’s emphasis on building
relationships is uniquely different from
government programs. Listening reveals
the deep stories of participants’ lives, and
peer learning is encouraged. Mentors are
assigned one-on-one as encouragers and
evangelists, asking questions like “What
do you put your faith in?” Many clients in-
tegrate into Bridletowne’s small groups.

Freeman reflects on an incredible jour-
ney for one family from mainland China. He
met Josephine through the school council
when she volunteered at the school Family
Fun Fair. Josephine began attending a small
group, and Bridletowne sponsored her
daughter, Katlyn, to day camp. Josephine
joined the employment mentoring program
and started attending church while her hus-
band, Tim, attended the ESL Café.

Eventually, Josephine asked to be bap-
tized, and some of Tim’s family came to
faith over the phone in China! Clearly,
when God is on a mission, He wants us
to join Him, to share in the celebration of
connecting with people whose hearts are
tender to God'’s love.

Freeman feels living in the neighbour-
hood is important to making the church
accessible. He saw a sign of success in
this area when, after a school stabbing, a
school staff member walked directly to his
home for prayer.

“The more incarnational the church

2. Passion —“Show me something to care abous.”
4. Accountdl)ility —“Please don’t make me ask ‘you to report.

want more?

http:/ www.kmaconsultants.ca/; pdf/ faithtoda_v.pdf
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is, the more vulnerable we are,” adds
Freeman.

Remaining accessible requires difficult
decisions about limiting program com-
mitments. “We need to be careful not to
outsource our ministry,” says Freeman.
This year Bridletowne stepped back from
a tax clinic program it had been offering
jointly with another church, letting the
other church continue alone. “We encour-
aged our volunteers to stay involved,” says
Seath, “because it is still an open door to
relationship-building.”

The secret of incarnational living, say
pastors Seath and Freeman, is creating
many touch-points, encouraging the con-
gregation to build relationships within the
community. Over the last 10 years, the
approach has led to church growth and
increased participation: 76 per cent of
the congregation now volunteer in vari-
ous roles.

The challenge is managing follow-up
and knowing when to test for—and how to
respond to — levels of spiritual curiosity.

The pastors recall a Bible study on Paul,
when one participant interrupted, “I thought
the Bible was about Jesus — who is Paul?”
The church now offers a Beginnings min-
istry for those without a biblical background
to ask questions and receive answers.

The church also encourages inter-
generational small groups that mix be-
lievers and seekers from a diversity of
cultures. Because the Chinese culture
honours and respects elders, seniors
now have special opportunities to love
young families to Christ.

All Christians know of Jesus’ call to love
God and neighbour, but intentionally living
that out in an outwardly focused, diverse
community is an ongoing challenge. Seath
summarizes, “We're nota holy huddle; it's
a lot messier than that.”

CHARLENE DE HAAN, a freelance writer
and consultant in Toronto, recently became
the executive director of CAM International
of Canada, an evangelism and discipleship
ministry to Spanish-speakers. Read all

the profiles in this ongoing series at

www.faithtoday.ca.
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InDenominations BY PETER REID

The executive minister of the Convention of
Atlantic Baptist Churches introduces his family
of 500 congregations with a bit of history

aptists have been a vibrant witness for the Lord Jesus

Christ for well over 200 years in Atlantic Canada.

The movement was born out of prayer, itinerant
preachers and evangelistic fervour.

The early Maritime Baptists were influenced indirectly
by Jonathan Edwards and “the Great Awakening” in New
England. Congregationalist and Baptist “planters” (farm-
ers) moved to the Maritimes, and many of these Loyalists
brought their passion for Christ with them.

Among them was a charismatic young man by the
name of Henry Alline, known today as the father of the
Baptist movement in the Maritime Provinces. He began
an itinerant ministry in 1776 that sparked such an awak-
ening he is remembered as the “Whitefield” of Nova
Scotia — an amazing fact since his ministry lasted less
than eight years (he died at the age of 35). Alline never
became a Baptist, but almost all of the congregations
he started became Baptist churches. The first continu-
ing Baptist Church in Canada was organized at Horton
(Wolfville) in 1778.

The Atlantic Baptist Mission Board, founded in 1814,
impelled aggressive evangelism and church planting
throughout the 19th century and into the 20th.

That legacy consolidated in 1905 and 1906, when
the United Baptist Convention of the Maritime Provinces
was formed through the union of the Baptist Conven-
tion of the Maritime Provinces with two provincial Free
Baptist groups.

The driving motivation for these bodies to unite was the
desire to strengthen their witness for Christ. Baptists knew
that if they banded together they could be more effective
in higher education, in overseas mission and in many other
ways. The Mission Board also continued after the unions
and between 1914 and 1941 planted an average of one
new church a year.

In 1949 the Convention established what is now Cran-
dall University (formerly Atlantic Baptist University) in
Moncton, N.B., to provide undergraduate education in
the context of a Christian worldview.

In 1969 we reconstituted a department of theology
atAcadia University in Wolfville, N.S., as Acadia Divin-

ity College. Today over 80 per cent of our pastors have
received their training at that seminary.

In 1970 we established Atlantic Baptist Senior Citizens’
Homes Inc., which now runs more than a dozen facilities.
And in 2001, the Convention launched an effective youth
and family ministries department.

Globally we continue to partner with Canadian Baptist
Ministries, headquartered in Mississauga, Ont., to sup-
port the ongoing development of national churches in 13
strategic regions around the world.

Today there are about 500 churches and 60,000 people
in the Convention of Atlantic Baptist Churches, organized
in 21 associations (regional groups). The African United
Baptist Association is the only Association that is not based
on geography, but on the unique culture of the African
Baptists of Nova Scotia. Its churches were formed in re-
sponse to racial discrimination. A formal reconciliation
service, in which African-Canadian Baptists and others
mutually asked for forgiveness and granted forgiveness
for negative and hurtful attitudes and actions in the past,
was held at a special assembly in 2007.

The Convention of Atlantic Baptist Churches is part
of a wider family that stretches across Canada — you will
read about the Canadian Baptists of Western Canada, the
Canadian Baptists of Ontario and Quebec and I'Union
d'Eglises Baptistes Frangaises au Canada in other issues of
Faith Today — totalling more than 1,000 Baptist congrega-
tions and 250,000 people.

Beyond Canada we are members of the Baptist World
Alliance, a fellowship of more than 37 million baptized
believers and a community of 105 million people world-
wide.

As one of the older denominations in Canada, we face
the challenge of trying to be faithful to the gospel of Jesus
Christ in a post-Christian, postmodern culture. We have
a mixture of churches: some vibrant, alive and growing,
others struggling to survive and just keep the doors open.
Our goal is to convince people in our churches to live out
the gospel in incarnational ways, creating opportunities
for the proclamation of the good news of Jesus Christ.
We continue to be a diverse group of warmly evangelical
Christians committed to Christ and to one another.

DR. PETER L. REID is executive minister of the
Convention of Atlantic Baptist Churches, headquartered
in Saint John, N.B. This column continues a series by
affiliates of The Evangelical Fellowship of Canada.

For a list, see theEFC.ca/affiliates.
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Watch BY JAMES BEVERLEY
-

The current sex abuse crisis in the Catholic
Church is creating worldwide debate

n the summer of 1983 a caring, devoted father prayed:

“‘Dear God, with You | stopped drinking. | don’t know

what to do. I've never killed anybody. Help me, Lord.
Help me.” ” The dad had just found out that his son had
been sexually abused by Gilbert Gauthe, a Catholic priest
in Abbeyville, Louisiana. Sadly, the abuse did not stop with
that child or that location.

Many Canadians remember the 1989 revelation of the
abuses that took place at the Mount Cashel orphanage in
Newfoundland. In 2002 we heard reports out of the arch-
diocese of Boston. Now, there are documented cases of
abuse in Ireland, Germany and other parts of the world.

By every account Joseph Ratzinger, now Pope Benedict
XVI, is in the midst of a most difficult season.

In March The New York Times targeted the Pope and
Vatican officials for failure to defrock a Wisconsin priest
who reportedly abused boys over decades. Then in April
Der Spiegel launched a major broadside under the title
“The Failed Papacy of Benedict XVI.” Soon after, well-
known theologian Hans Kiing issued an open letter to all
Catholic bishops stating that the Catholic Church “finds it-
self in the worst credibility crisis since the Reformation.”

Pope Benedict has met with groups of abuse victims in
the United States, Australia and most recently Malta and
promised “strong action” on the issue.

What are we to make of the controversy?

First, the reality of systemic abuse is no longer in doubt. In
addition to convictions of various priest and bishops, books
by Jason Berry (Lead Us Not into Temptation and Vows of
Silence), Leon Podles (Sacrilege), Mary Gail Frawley-O’Dea
(Perversion of Power) and the investigative staff at the Boston
Globe (Betrayal) portray a horrific history.

Second, we all need to be very cautious in analyzing
and drawing conclusions about this controversy because
itis so intense and involves many complex issues in theol-
ogy, ethics and criminal justice. It's not simply about the
progressive/traditional divide since Vatican Il or about op-
posing views on homosexuality. Likewise, media reports
are sometimes flawed and lack rudimentary knowledge
of Catholic history and canon law. Some reporters, for
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example, have overplayed the conspiracy angle.

Third, authentic Christian faith must honestly recognize
the depth, subtlety and power of evil. On this, biblical teach-
ing about human folly and depravity provides a necessary
bulwark against naive readings of the human condition. The
sex abuse of children makes it impossible to adopt the New
Age theory that evil is just “live” spelled backwards. Ironic-
ally, the abuse of children by “Christian” priests and pastors
proves the accuracy of the Christian view of humanity.

A realistic Christian view also allows for, and even de-
mands, a measure of suspicion about systemic faults and
not just individual sin. In this regard, both Thomas P. Doyle
and Richard Sipe, two Catholic experts on the scandal,
warned for decades about aspects of the Catholic system of
doctrine and practice that contributed to the rise of abuses
now featured prominently in the media.

Again, that’s not to overlook that Protestant Christians
struggle with disorder in our own houses. For example, some
Protestant groups lack organizational procedures to deal
with abuse because of preoccupation with local church au-
tonomy. Christa Brown covers this in her gripping memoir
This Little Light. Likewise, charismatic Christians need to be
cautious of leaders who mightemploy “Holy Spirit” lingo to
disrobe the flock (see Mike Echols, Brother Tony’s Boys).

Fourth, the current scandal creates enormous difficulty for
Christian witness. There are, of course, philosophical ques-
tions about evil itself. When my computer technician found
out the topic for my column, he commented that God could
not possibly exist or He would have stopped the abuse. If
we are honest to such atheists, we will admit that we don’t
comprehend fully why God allows such abuses. That can feel
very awkward. But at least we do know that He wants today’s
Church to engage in the processes of justice and healing.

The deep personal and emotional issues are immense.
Imagine, for example, what it must be like for a victim
of clerical abuse (Catholic or Protestant) to return to a
church building where the assaults took place, to con-
sider attending a service there or touching the hand of
the pastor/priest on the way out.

Remarkably, and thankfully, one miraculous element in
this sordid story is that many victims still retain their trust
in God as the sole source of light in the midst of darkness.
And these survivors still look to a great High Priest who
teaches “Blessed are the children.”

JAMES A. BEVERLEY is professor of Christian thought
and ethics at Tyndale Seminary in Toronto. Visit
www.jimbeverley.com for resources for further study.
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Partners International Canada

Sector: International Missions, Relief
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partnerships

Job Title: Director of Development
Position: Full-Time

Salary: Commensurate with experience
Minimum Experience and Requirements:
Have demonstrable experience in
effective leadership and management.
Have a minimum of 5 years experience in
fundraising, marketing or sales. Be able to
work from a Brampton, Ontario office base.

Partners International Canada is a world
leader in best-practice Christian, cross-
cultural partnerships that focus on impacting
the least-Christian, least-resourced sectors
of the world. We seek to see churches come
into existence and to bring contextual and
effective development that transforms the
places where we work.

Reporting directly to the President, the
Director of Development leads a team of
motivated and talented individuals to realize the
funding targets set by the Board of Directors.

To receive a complete employment
opportunity description please inquire at
info@partnersinternational.ca
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Let's beware of oversimplifying by labelling
people as either religious or secular

t's easy for Christians to believe that we face arising tide

of secularism. The New Atheists (Dawkins, Hitchens,

Dennett and the rest) continue to enjoy a vogue in the
popular media. The Canadian Association of University
Teachers (CAUT) questions whether an evangelical uni-
versity is a “real” university if it insists on its professors
professing Christianity. An Ontario Human Rights Com-
missioner questions whether a Christian charity can con-
tinue to employ only Christian staff.

So the call goes out: People of faith have got to band
together against secularists, against those who would evacu-
ate public life and public institutions of religious content
and who would drastically curtail the liberty and ministry
of religious institutions. The great divide of our time, we are
told, is not between Christians and Muslims, but between
religious believers and anti-religious secularists.

Well, actually there isn’t a “great divide” of our time.
There are lots and lots of divides. And the lines of division
run variously through the political and ideological land-
scape of contemporary Canada.

Take monogamy, for example. On this issue, people
of faith line up against people of (other) faith: Christians,
Jews and others support monogamy against proponents of
polygamy among Muslims and some Mormons. And on
the monogamy side of the divide are lots of secularists who
see, correctly, that polygamy hurts women and children—
and men, too — as well as society at large.

Take respect for each other’s sacred symbols, for a quite
different example. A local controversy here a decade ago
over whether the Pacific National Exhibition should ex-
ploit Christian apocalyptic symbols (Hell, the Last Judg-
ment, the Antichrist) to promote its thrill rides saw both
Jews and secularists publicly support Christian sensitivities
in the name of multiculturalism.

Take intramural religious struggles, for a third example.
As Christian denominations are riven over gay marriage
(the Anglican and Lutheran churches are currently fractur-
ing, but they won't be the only ones), secular mediators
and judges are becoming the safest and fairest available
referees before whom these painful, complicated and
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BY JOHN G. STACKHOUSE JR.

important disagreements can be resolved.

On almost any such issue, if you draw a circle around
Christian convictions, another circle around the convic-
tions of secularists and still more circles around the con-
victions of people of other religions, there will be places
where those circles overlap.

Some may be quick to point out that a single circle for
the many kinds of people who call themselves Christian
is too simple. Similarly, secularists come in a wide range
of types — from sheer hedonists to principled liberals to
existentialists of various sorts to ex-believers who retain
most of their religious ethics.

But even if you make your Venn diagram more com-
plex, with multiple circles for different kinds of Christians
and secularists, there will still be overlaps.

For despite the ravages of sin, the image of God is borne
by all human beings, and human ideologies always con-
tain some quotient of good concerns with which, some-
times, we can and should make common cause.

The Bible never blesses “faith” in general or “religion”
in general. In fact, much of the Bible warns God’s people
against the errors and temptations of alternative religions,
not just against the folly of the atheist declaration “There
is no God.”

The Bible doesn’t even bless Israelite religion or Chris-
tian profession in general. The prophets in both Testaments
rail against mere claims of religious identity (“We're sons
of Abraham” or “I am of Christ!”). No, being “a person of
faith” (in the modern phrase) doesn’t count for much with
God. The Scripture blesses faithfulness, defined as obedi-
ence to the will of God.

Soon any given issue, we must discern carefully who in
Canada today is actually doing the will of God — whether
they say they are doing it or not! Yes, they perhaps aren’t
doing it quite the way we Christians would want it done
(although maybe they're doing it better). And we must
not downplay the call of the gospel: Doing the right thing
on this or that issue is not nearly enough to reconcile us
sinners with God.

But once we have determined as best we can who is
engaged in the best work on this or that particular issue, re-
gardless of whether they are “people of faith,” then let’s put
our support—our votes, our dollars, our hours, our skills and
our prayers — where they belong: on the Lord’s side.

JOHN STACKHOUSE teaches apologetics at Regent
College, Vancouver, and blogs occasionally for The National
Post. His own weblog is at_http://stackblog.wordpress.com.
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I “Native Identity Reconciled” by Michael Jacobs.

| Schools

By Ray Aldred,
Terry LeBlanc and

Adrian Jacobs

How can we avoid making healing solely the responsibility of the victims of aboriginal residential
schools? What might societal repentance and not assimilating First Nations people look like?

forgiveness summitbringing First Peoples and
others together in Ottawa is being planned for
June 11-13, 2010. Responding to the Prime
Minister’s apology of June 11, 2008, the litera-
ture and web announcements for “Forgiven”
atwww.i4give.ca indicate the intention to “release forgive-
ness to the federal government.” Let's step back and reflect
on this whole idea.

Each of us is on our own journey on the circle of the
earth, and so we write from our own hearts —for us, it is from
who we are as aboriginal people, as we try to think through
the idea of forgiveness, the processes this might entail and
the outcomes it might give birth to.

It's probably important to say at the outset that we be-
lieve in forgiveness — both the need for and the healing
value of forgiving those who have wronged us. The Bible
and our own consciences call out to us to be forgiving
people. We have all seen how unforgiveness can lead
people to bitterness and self-absorption with pain. There
are, however, concepts about the way forgiveness is given
and received, proceeding from both experience and bib-
lical teaching, which need to be centred in the process.

This is not the first time efforts at reconciliation have been
undertaken, led by First Nations, Inuit and Métis people. In
1995 Elijah Harper, following a serious illness during which
he was given a vision of the problem engulfing Canada,
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convened a hugely significant Sacred Assembly of political
and spiritual leaders —First Nations and others. He believed
the issues over which we fought are spiritually rooted. His
deepest desire was that we might see the different people
groups who share this piece of land we now call Canada
move toward better relationships, that the conflict between
various groups might be set aside, that relational healing
might come as we were spiritually healed. This is, after all,
where our Creator has placed all of us — in a land where
even its contemporary anthem pleads
“God keep our land glorious and free.”

[t therefore amazes us that once again
itis First Nations people taking the initia-
tive to seek a spiritual solution to the prob-
lem of broken relationships. Reflecting
on the rootedness of this phenomenon in
the Canadian narrative, John Ralston Saul
makes this poignant observation in his
book A Fair Country (2008): “As always
in our history, the elegance and generos-
ity when it is a matter of reconciliation
comes largely from the indigenous side,
from those who have been wronged.”

Many of the troubles shadowing our lands today may
have originated, may have brewed long in other places,
been initiated by other people, but they are here among
us all now. And while on the one hand it is right that we
the First Peoples should take responsibility for this discord
that has been brought to this place — after all, we do have
a special and deeply historic relationship to this land - it is
not proper that we shoulder other people’s responsibilities
in this time as well. It is therefore right that we try to seek
some mutually owned spiritual solution to move toward
our shared destiny, toward harmony.

We must have a care, however, for here is the thing about
spiritual experiences: sometimes they can be offered as hope
that is not hope. Dr. Dan Allender points out (in his 1990
book The Wounded Heart) that the Church, especially in
regard to people who have suffered abuse, frequently offers
“hope that is not hope.” Church people do this when they
say that abused persons just need to have a deeper spiritual
experience and it will be okay; to partake in this event or
that event, and then they will be cured; to forgive and forget.
This is hope that is not hope. Working through the abuse can
be a long and difficult journey. The real and full hope is that
Christ is with us on the journey, and even if we do not get
there, even if we live halfway in our mourning, Christ the
creator is with us, and He likes us.

The First Peoples involved in the forgiveness summit
are attempting to help people experience forgiveness. But
forgiveness is not to be seen as a simple key. Luke’s Gospel
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When we do

not make time and
a way for people
to cry and mourn,
then we can make
a scandal the sole
responsibility of
the victims to solve

makes clear that there is a relationship between repentance
and forgiveness. In fact, it is called the gospel of repent-
ance and forgiveness — not apology and forgiveness but
repentance and forgiveness. So for Canada and those who
are part of her political, maternal care, the question is not
about the survivors of abuse forgiving; it is about abusers
asking, “What does repentance look like for us?” Or, even
more pointedly, “What does ‘not assimilating’ First Nations
people look like for us?”

In all of this, what causes us the most
consternation is that the Canadian govern-
ment does not appear, after all this time, to
do more than just say some words in the
House of Parliament. The government and
wider Canadian society need to actually re-
pent and change how they treat aboriginal
people. Canadians need to keep their word,
they need to honour the treaty relationship,
they need to be the kind of people that
someone could make a full peace with.

We are concerned that current talk
about forgiveness without repentance
may help place on aboriginal people the
responsibility of opening the blessing of heaven. If this is
so, it seems the victim will be victimized once again. When
we do not make time and a way for people to feel and to
cry and mourn — indeed, to mourn with them as Scripture
admonishes us to do — then we make the scandal and the
problem of residential schools the sole responsibility of the
victims to solve. They forgive, and government and society
sit back cloaked in civility, not even blushing as broken
people try to work toward proper relatedness.

To the extent the forgiveness summit makes room for
people to feel pain and gives opportunity for people to
talk about what really happened, it will be successful. Our
concern, though, is that it might do just the opposite and
lead to a loss of dialogue; that some people and institutions
might take the extending of forgiveness as an excuse to stop
listening to the pain that people have incurred as a result
of residential school abuse. It might also close down the
emotions of the victims, leaving them not wanting to talk
about what happened because they sense again there is no
room for the honest pain of the wounded.

Finally, we are concerned that the Church could once
more be complicit with the abuser: the lies of the resi-
dential schools can be inadvertently reinforced by the
spiritual zeal that once again does not make room for the
pain and reality of what has happened in people’s lives.
This is not what is coming from First Nations, but it is what
is present in others who want to receive forgiveness and
just forget what happened. Perhaps it would be great if
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forgiving and forgetting could happen, but these things
may take much longer.

And so there are some questions that are raised for us.
Even as we desire to see a repentance and forgiveness ex-
perience which truly transforms the Canadian psyche and
spirit, we cannot help but ask: Can people wait and walk
it out with us? Can they take our frustrations and pain and
love us through it? Do we need to be, one more time, the
one who absorbs hurt and betrayal in order that the rest
of society can feel okay about itself? Or, is it even simpler
— people are simply saying to us, this time in the words of
Dr. Phil, “Get over it and get on with it!”

Were we pessimistic, we might ask, “Are we inadver-
tently being ‘used’ to deal with a church-perceived
problem, to get over the past so that church renewal and
revival can occur?”

Help us. What is your understanding of forgiveness?

RAY ALDRED, TERRY LEBLANC AND ADRIAN JACOBS
are members of the Aboriginal Ministries Council,

a group that operates on the administrative and
communications platform of The Evangelical

Fellowship of Canada. To contact them or read
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